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NOTES  OF  ALASKA  TRANSPORTATION  TOKENS 

by 

RON  BENICE 


Collectors  of  Alaska  transportation  tokens  should  be  aware  that  in 
the  Fourth  Edition  of  the  "Atwood-Cof fee  Catalog  of  United  States 
and  Canadian  Transportation  Tokens”  which  was  recently  published, 
the  catalog  numbers  of  several  Alaska  tokens  were  changed  from 
those  previously  assigned  in  f,The  Fare  Box”  and  cross  referenced  in 
my  book,  "Alaska  Tokens." 

The  American  Vecturist  Association  made  the  changes  so  that  tokens 
issued  by  the  same  company  can  have  consecutive  catalog  numbers. 

The  original  numbers  were  assigned  sequentially  as  the  AVA  learned 
of  the  tokens. 

Thus,  the  small  size  Anchorage  Public  Transit  token,  T2.B  in  "Alaska 
Tokens,"  is  now  50-F  in  Atwood-Cof fee .  The  Area  Transit  Inc.  tokens, 
Anchorage  T4.A  and  B,  have  also  changed.  Ihe  50$  >  which  was  30—1  is 
now  50-G.  The  25$*,  which  was  50-G  is  now  50- H. 

Numbers  were  also  assigned  to  recent  issues  and  discoveries.  The 
Cooper  Landing  Russian  River  Ferry  token  dated  1977  is  190-C.  The 
Fairbanks  North  Star  Borough  MACS  token  is  300-J .  The  Ketchikan 
Yellow  Taxie  50 0  and  SI .00  tokens  are  430-P  and  Q  respectively.  An 
aluminum  version  of  Wacker  T3.A  (900-B)  has  been  judged  a  pattern 
and  assigned  catalog  number  998-A.  Finally,  the  Taku-Glacier  laxi 
bronze  commemorative  issue  is  officially  1000— i1. 


MASON- WALSH-ATKINSON-KIER  IDENTIFIED 

by 

Lewis  L.  Egnew 


fn* 


You've  probably  heard  from  someone  by  now  about  the  "Mason-Walsh- 
Atkinson-Kier"  equipment  tag  you  wanted  information  on  (Nov.  1>o2, 

page  50* 


This  is  a  big  contractor  -  among  other  things,  they  were  prime  con¬ 
tractor  for  the  Grand  Coulee  Dam  in  Washington  state.  While  the 
piece  is  similar  to  their  early  identification  tags,  I'm  fairly 
certain  it  is  a  tag  for  pieces  of  equipment,  if  no  sign  of  a  pin  is 
on  the  back,  no  solder,  etc.  (ed.note;  this  is  not). 


They  did  issue  a  token  while  in  Washington  State  -  see  rubbing 
above.  The  token  is  21mm,  brass  and  is  common.  It  was  issued  for 

use  in  Mason  City,  WA. 

The  equipment  tags  and  identification  badges  would  be  the  same  for 
all  locations  they  had  contracts  for  -  so  no  way  to  pin  it  down  to 
Alaska.  Hope  this  information  is  of  some  help. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

As  I  sit  down  to  write  this  on  Jan, 
12,  1983,  it  is  40°  below  zero,  and 
not  too  foggy.  Yesterday  it  was 
45°  below,  and  the  ice  fog  was  so 
thick  that  I  could  barely  see  accross 
the  street. 

Subscriptions  are  due  if  you  have  a 
red  mark  on  your  address  label.  If 
subscription  fee  is  not  received, 
this  will  be  your  last  issue. 

This  issue  is  behind  schedule,  but 
if  the  cold  spell  lasts,  maybe  the 
February  issue  will  be  on  time. 


OBITUARY 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  we  must 
report  the  passing  of  David  G. 
Fronius.  Dave  died  of  an  apparent 
heart  attack  on  December  9th.  He  was 
43  years  old. 

Dave  was  well  known  to  most  long  time 
Alaskan  token  collectors,  but  he  was 
less  active  in  the  past  few  years. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
working  on  a  book  on  Captain  Cook, 
his  latest  collecting  and  research 
interest . 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 

All  articles  remain  the  property 
of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  permission 
Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

Subscription  rates,  per  calendar 
year:  U.S.  &  Canada  $3»00  U.S. 

Elsewhere  $10.00  U.S. 


TRADE  DOLLAR  CAT.  cont. 

ested  in  tokens  or  handling  them  will 
find  this  catalogue  useful.  It  is 
the  only  current  listing  og  trade 
dollars  that  gives  a  value  for  each 
issue 

-JERRY  REMICK 


1983  EDITION  OF  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLAR 
CATALOGUE 

The  1983  edition  of  ’’The  CTD  Pocket 
Guide —  Canadian  Trade  Dollars”  was 
released  on  November  8th  and  is 
available  at  $2.30  post  paid  from 
the  author:  Jean  Guy  Cote,  12  Lyons 
Heights  Road,  Scarborough,  Ontario, 
CANADA,  M1P  3V?.  For  dealers  ordering 
3  or  more  copies  the  price  is  $1.30 
each,  plus  $1  postage  per  order. 

The  42  page  pocket  size  (4x7  inches) 
catalogue  lists  all  issues  of  Cana¬ 
dian  municipal  trade  dollars,  giving 
valuations  for  each  and  for  many,  the 
metal,  mint  and  mintage.  A  bracket 
before  each  issue  allows  the  collec¬ 
tor  to  check  it  off.  Die  varieties 
and  off-metal  types  are  fortunately 
not  listed,  but  mint  markings,  such 
as  those  on  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
dollars,  are.  I  feel  this  is  .a  wise 
choice  on  the  part  of  the  author  as 
most  collectors  are  interesed  in  ob¬ 
taining  only  one  copy  of  each  of  the 
over  730  different  trade  dollars  is¬ 
sued  since  the  first  one  was  issued 
in  I960.  Trade  dollars  are  listed 
under  their  issuing  municipality; 
the  listing  of  municipalities  being 
alphabetical  and  not  by  province  and 
territory.  Trade  23tf,  30#,  $2,  $2.30 
and  $5  pieces  are  listed  seperately. 

A  complete  listing  of  Canadian  muni¬ 
cipal  paper  trade  notes  ,  with  a  val¬ 
uation  and  number  printed  for  each 
issue,  is  listed  seperately.  Notes 
are  listed  by  denomination  with  the 
issuing  municipalities  listed  alpha¬ 
betically.  A  listing  of  trade  dollar 
restrikes  and  also  the  addresses  of 
12  dealers  who  specialize  in  trade 
dollars  concludes  the  volume. 

All  1982  issues  are  listed.  Valua¬ 
tions  are  realistic  in  light  of  the 
keen  interest  now  being  shown  by  col¬ 
lectors  in  the  scarcer  trade  dollars. 
The  booklet  was  set  up  by  the  author 
on  his  computer  and  the  type  is  lge. 
With  a  considerable  number  of  the 
scarcer  trade  dollars  now  being  in 
the  $10  to  $60  range,  those  inter- 

(Continued  at  the  bottom  of  Col.  1) 
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The  Rare  Saloon  Token  of  Alexander  Pihl,  Sitka,  Alaska 


The  name  on  the  100  brass  token  listed  in  the  Benice  Alaska  token 
catalog,  page  150,  Sitka:  1-8. A,  is  mis-spelled.  After  much  research, 
and  thanks  to  Kaye  Dethridge  of  Sitka,  Alaska,  positive  attribution 
of  the  token,  and  correct  spelling  of  the  name  have  been  made.  The 
errors  found  in  spelling  this  name  during  research  are  as  follows.... 


A.  Piehl: 

Benice  Alaska  token  catalog,  page  150. 

Alexander  Peihle: 

"True  West  Magazine",  Oct.  197&,  page  31* 

Piehle  Passage: 

Alaska  Place  Names,  page  754. 

Alex  Piehl: 

Alaska-Yukon  Directory,  1911-1912,  page  737 • •  Piehl  listed 
as  having  a  saloon  at  Sitka,  Alaska. 


I  have  the  100  brass  token  listed  in  the  Benice  catalog.  The  token, 
plus  a  letter  written  by  Alex  Pihl  dated  July  l6.'07>  were  found  in 
Sitka,  Alaska  during  1967*  Note  the  signature  on  the  letter,  and  the 
spelling  of  the  name  on  the  token... 


The  2  listings  below  were  found  by  Kaye  Dethridge,  both  taken  from 
the /'Report  of  The  Governor  of  Alaska",  Sept.  3°>  1901-pages  137 >138. 


W.  E.  Nickell  432  1/2  So.  Franklin  St.  Juneau,  Alaska 


99801 


REPORT  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  ALASKA.  137 

Report  of  license  fees  collected  outside  of  incorporated  towns  during  the  quarter  ending 
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N.G.  COX,  DEMPSEY  HOTEL 
CHATANIKA,  ALASKA 


We  have  purchased  a  small  hoard 
of  these  tokens  and  offer  them 
for  sale  as  follows.  These  are 
"dug”  tokens,  but  all  are  legible. 
Only  6  sets  of  25#  and  $1  are 
available.  A  single  Si  token  is 
also  available. 


Chatanika  B-3A&C  37«50 

Chatanika  B-3C  only  20.00 

Please  include  Si  per  order  postage. 
Only  1  set  or  single  per  order. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


POLAR  REGION,  in  general:  DEW  Line 
commemorative  medal,  33mm,  proof 
silver.  Struck  by  the  Sheritt 
Mint.  Limited  quantity  available 
from  Alex  Polachuk,  Box  3764,  Sta 
"D",  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada, 

T5L  4T8,  for  $38  Canadian. 


ALASKAN  COLLECTORS  CLUB 

Have  read  in  Linn's  Stamp  News  that 
the  Alaskan  Collectors  Club  is  being 
formed  again.  The  ACC  publishes 
the  Alaskan  Philatelist. 

Those  interested  should  write  for  a 
copy  of  the  Alaskan  Philatelist,  and 
membership  information  from  A.C.C., 
Box  133,  Lake  Oswego,  ORE  97034 


Nick  Nickell  of  Juneau  reports  that 
Kaye  Dethridge  and  Irene  Shuler  were 
married  on  December  29,  1982  in 
Sitka^  Alaska. 

Nick  also  reports  that  Henry  C.  Keene, 
Jr.  was  installed  as  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Alaska  on  the  17th 
day  of  December,  1982,  in  Wrangel,  AK 


ALASKA:  Souvenir  of  Alaska,  copper 

or  bronze.  41mm  x  30mm.  Uniface 
featuring  a  husky  (dog)  head. 


ANCHORAGE:  Video  games  tokens  issued 
by  Alaska  Leisure  Industries  for 
two  of  their  arcades,  The  Little 
Castle  and  the  Last  Frontier.  The 
Last  Frontier  features  a  moose 
looking  towards  the  mountains. 

Brass,  25mm. 

ANCHORAGE:  Chuck  E.  Cheese's  Pizza- 
time  Theatre.  25mm,  brass,  thick 
and  thin  lettering.  Two  more  video 
game  tokens,  illustrated  on  the  next 
page. 


We  are  working  on  a  new  list  with  very 
few  new  tokens.  Will  have  misc. 
Alaskana.  Due,  maybe  March,  with  ATC. 
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We  hope  to  be  in  Ahchorage  during 
Fur  Rendez.  in  Feb.  Will  try  to 
get  all  video  tokens  then. 


cont. 


>vt“E*V 


4^ 
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£  BAZAAR  I 
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1982 


FAIRBANKS:  Barnette  Elementary 
School,  Christmas  Bazaar,  1982 
40mm,  green  on  white  plastic. 
Available  from  B.E.S.,  Barnette 
Street,  Fairbanks,  AK  99701  for 
SI  plus  SASE. 


FAIRBANKS:  Coin  King  Laudaramat. 

Both  have  the  Alaska  map  for  a 
common  reverse.  Both  are  a  white 
metal.  The  plain  Coin  King  obv. 
is  used  on  earlier,  brass  issue. 


FAIRBANKS:  Giant  Grinder  (Grinder 
Machine),  vidoe  token.  23mm, 
v/hite  metal 


ALASKAN  MATERIAL  FOR  SALE?  HELP  US 
FILL  OUT  OUR  NEXT  LIST. 


ANG  % 
uf  LOUNGE  | 
_  463-1165  f  j 


£  Cood  for 
One  Free 
^  LUNCH  . 


FAIRBANK:  Mexican  Village  and  Lounge 
Good  for  1  free  lunch.  Black  on 
wood. 


v 
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FAIRBANKS 


FAIRBANKS:  1st  Hispanic  Church  of 
Fairbanks.  Rev.,  same  in  Spanish. 
Red  on  wood. 


ESTER,  AK:  Red  Garter  Saloon,  One 
Beer.  Black  on  wood. 


VALDEZ,  AK:  City  of  Valdez,  Civic 
Center  Dedication,  July  17,  1982. 
40mm.  100  numbered  sets  of  bronze, 

antique  bronze,  and  sterling  silber 
were  issued,  along  with  2300  un-num. 
antique  bronze.  For  availability, 
write  to  Valdez  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Valdez,  AK  99686. 
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BLUFF  CITY 


<V  iff* 


L  *.). 


r*m.,  Jr4'1 


by 

Kaye  Dethridge 
P.O.  Box  438 
Sitka,  AK  99833 
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Bluff  City  was  started  in  the  summer  of  1900.  The  whole  Seward 


Peninsula  was  much  prospected  after  gold  was  discovered  at  Nome  in 
1899*  Bluff  City  lies  approximately  60  miles  southeast  of  Nome 
between  Solomon  and  Golovin.  Daniels  Creek,  which  was  near  the  Bluff 

City  site,  had  paying  beach  placers. 

By  1901  Bluff  City  was  in  its  heyday.  Peck  and  Keidel  paid 
for  their  liquor  license  in  July  of  1901.  On  November  11,  they  paid 
for  a  Road  House  license.  During  the  same  period,  Austin  &  Armstrong, 
F.C.  Bullene,  Marion  &  Bailey,  Bowman  &  Larson  and  W.R.  Buckmaster 
also  bought  liquor  licenses. 

The  Post  Office  opened  in  September  of  1901.  By  this  time, 
Buckmaster  had  a  restaurant  and  A.  Gostofson,  Seiger  &  0* Conner, 
and  Cheachaco  (note  the  spelling)  Mercantile  had  opened  other  busi¬ 
nesses. 

The  Peck  and  Keidel  token  so  far  is  the  only  one  known  from 
Bluff.  This  was  an  unidentified  maverick  from  the  Forrest  Dunham 
estate  sale.  A  sharp-eiyed  Seattle  collector  recognized  the  reverse 
of  this  token  as  being  similar  to  that  of  other  Alaska  tokens  and 
did  some  checking.  This  is  an  example  of  a  little  knowledge 
making  a  $2.00  tokfcn  worth  several  hundred  dollars. 


North  of  60° 


-  South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

It  seems  that  this  little  newsletter 
is  always  late.  Well,  please  bear 
with  me.  Will  have  to  get  March  out 
relatively  on  time. 

The  annual  spring  National  Collect¬ 
ibles  Exposition  will  be  held  at  the 
Rama da/O* Hare  Inn  in  Des  Plaines, 
Ill.  o  n March  19  and  20.  You  will 
be  able  to  find  us  at  table  48,  We 
will  bring  our  complete  Alaskan 
stock,  so  if  you  are  in  the  area. 

Next  week,  Feb.  16  to  21,  we  will 
be  in  Anchorage.  At  this  time  we 
hope  to  pick  up  as  many  of  the 
video  games  tokens  as  possible.  Will 
also  check  into  laundry  tokens  and 
anything  else  that  we  can  think  of. 
Have  heard  that  there  is  an  X-rated 
token  being  used  in  one  of  the 
"adult”  bookstores  for  the  peep- 
shows!  This  could  be  a  popular  item 
if  it  does  exist.  If  you  need  to 
contact  us  in  Anchorage,  your  editor 
will  be  at  the  Sheffield  Hotel. 


WHITE  PASS  &  YUKON  RAILROAD 

It  appears  that  the  White  Pass  and 
Yukon  Railroad  will  not  be  operating 
next  summer. 

There  are  plans  to  run  the  railroad 
for  33  miles  or  41  miles,  but  finan¬ 
cing  must  be  found. 

We  will  keep  our  readers  posted  as 
to  the  final  outcome. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

Subscription  rates,  per  calendar 
year:  U.S.  &  Canada  $5*00 

Elsewhere  Si  0.00 


BOOK  REVIEW 

"CANADIAN  MUNICIPAL  TRADE  DOLLARS 
POCKET  CHECKLIST",  1st  ed.  by 
Serge  Pelletier.  Published  by 
Uni trade  Press,  P.0.  Box  172  Sta.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M3W  1B2. 
$2.30,  postpaid.  Dealers  write  for 
discount. 

The  52  page  pocket  size:  checklist  is 
printed  on  6}  x  3i  inch  pages  and 
bound  with  a  stiff  yellow  cover.  It 
fits  nicely  into  a  shirt  pocket.  The 
printed  booklet  is  spaceously  laid 
out  with  large  readable  type. 

Trade  dollars  (about  730)  as  well  as 
other  deonominations  (3O0,  S2,  $2.30 
and  $5)  are  listed  by  their  date  un¬ 
der  their  issuing  municipality.  The 
municipalities  are  listed  alphabeti¬ 
cally  according  to  their  home  prov¬ 
ince  or  territory.  Mao or  die  vari¬ 
eties,  restrikes  and  trade  notes  are 
listed,  each  in  a  separte  section, 
at  the  end  of  the  checklist.  Off- 
metal  varieties,  issued  in  small 
quantities,  and  always  sold  at  a  pre¬ 
mium  above  face  value  (gold  plated, 
rhodium  plated,  etc.)  as  well  as  sil¬ 
ver  and  gold  specimens  are  not  listed. 
All  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars 
issued  through  1982  are  listed. 

A  box  before  each  items  allows  the 
collector  to  check  off  items  in  his/ 
her  collection.  Two  stars  appear  in 
the  main  listing  after  dollars  that 
have  been  restruck  as  a  warning  to 
all.  One  star  appears  after  those 
dollars  with  die  varieties  listed  in 
the  die  variety  section. 

A  rarity  numeral  (R1  up  to  $2.30;  R2 
from  $2.30  to  $3.00;  R3  $3.00  to  $10, 
etc.)  is  given  as  a  valuation  for  each 
item  listed  including  die  varieties 
and  trade  notes.  Valuations  are  real¬ 
istic  and  conservative. 

A  two  page  bilingual  introductory 
section  begins  the  checklist.  A 
listing  of  the  name  and  address  of 
13  trade  dollar  dealers  concludes  the 
booklet. 
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-Jerry  Remick 


SLOT  MACHINES  TO  BE  DISCARDED 

(reprinted  from  the  Dawson  Daily 
News,  May  2,  1904*) 

Dawson  Will  Pass  Beyond  the  Stage 
of  Getting  Water  from  a  Faucet  on 
a  Limited  Allowance. 

The  nickel-in- the-slot  water  fau¬ 
cets  which  were  in  use  in  Dawson 
last  year  will  be  seen  but  little 
if  at  all  in  use  here  again.  It 
has  been  decided  to  displace  them 
with  the  service  of  water  in  each 
house. 

The  slot  scheme  was  used  one  summer 
and  worked  splendidly.  One  slug 
dropped  in  the  machine  would  cause 
the  faucet  to  run  full  force  until 
it  had  given  out  five  gallons  of 
water,  when  it  would  close  immedi¬ 
ately. 

The  scheme  cost  the  water  company 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  money.  The 
orders  were  placed  in  Scotland,  and 
had  to  be  revised  several  times 
until  apparatus  was  obtained  which 
would  give  the  required  quantity  of 
water  in  a  short  time. 

A  few  of  the  machines  may  be  used 
this  year,  but  so  far  as  possible 
piping  will  be  run  into  houses 
direct. 


A . H.  BAKER  FOUND  ? 


But,  is  it  the  same  A.H.  Baker?  In 
a  governor* s  report  of  1902,  an  A.H. 
Baker  is  found  in  business  in  Skagway, 
listed  as  selling  books,  stationery 
and  notions. 

Can  anyone  find  A.H.  Baker  in  a  later 
(or  earlier)  directory  as  selling 
cigars  or  tobacco 


MONTE  CARLO  MAVERICK 


Hill.  You  will  note  that  the  reverse 
die  for  this  token  is  the  same  as 
the  one  used  for  the  Commercial  Hotel 
from  Whitehorse,  and  Brown* s  Cigar 
Store  of  Grand  Forks  (Bonanza).  This 
die  was  found  in  the  Mayer  Bros, 
hoard,  and  sold  a  couple  of  years 
ago. 

So  those  of  you  with  directories, 
find  those  Monte  Carlos,  and  let  us 
know  if  a  D.F.  Sullivan  was  connected 
with  any  of  them 


NEW  MASONIC  ITEM 


Above  is  a  new  Masoic  medal  issued 
for  the  2nd  annual  communication, 
Feb.  3  and  4>  here  in  Fairbanks. 
Don*t  know  how  many  were  made,  and 
have  only  be  able  to  obtain  one 
example  so  far.  Will  try  to  get 
more,  and  if  we  do,  they  will  appear 
in  the  newsletter. 

These  are  35mm,  and  a  nickel  silver 
type  alloy,  and  oxidized.  They  were 
wrapped  in  newspaper  with  oriental 
writing,  so  we  suspect  that  they 
were  made  in  Taiwan. 


If  you  have  Alaskan  material  for 
sale,  please  keep  us  in  mind.  If  we 
don't  buy,  then  we  would  have  nothing 
to  sell. 


tCTOft 
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ALASKA  GASTINEAU  MINING  CO. 
Thane,  Alaska  1911-1921 

by 

Harold  Fossum 
P.  0.  Box  133 
Auke  Bay,  Alaska  99821 


The  old  townssite  of  Thane  is  located  4  miles  S.E.  of  Juneau,  Alaska. 
The  name  "Sheep  Creek"  was  the  original  miners*  name  for  the  town. 

The  name  was  changed  in  1914  in  honor  of  Bartlett  L.  Thane,  general 
manager  of  the  Alaska  Gastineau  Mining  Co.  (A.G.M.  Co.),  which  had 
its  mill  here. 

The  A.G.M.  Co.  incorporated  January  14,  19H*  The  mill  site  was 
started  October  31,  *1913,  and  had  a  6000  ton  capacity  by  November, 
1913.  With  more  electric  power  later  on,  tonnage  would  increase  to 
nearly  12,000  tons  of  ore  per  day. 

The  main  camp  was  located  at  Thane.  The  Company  provided  its  mill 
employees  with  6-30  man  boarding  houses,  and  a  dining  room  to  seat 
330.  The  food  was  good.  Room  and  board  costs  were  Si. 00  per  day. 
Private  rooms  cost  an  extra  S3 *50  per  month.  Fifty  houses  were  leased 
to  married  employees.  Their  children  attended  a  two  room  school  house 
on  the  beach.  The  Company  maintained  a  cold  storage  plant,  meat 
market,  a  general  store,  and  a  fine  gymnasium.  A  library  housed 

11,000  volumes...  donated  by  the  widow  of  a  man  that  died  during  the 

construction  of  the  mill.  Another  attraction  was  the  ’’Thane  Club 
House".  The  unlisted  "Thane  Club",  3 $  aluminum  token  shown  here^  has 

has  been  in  my  Alaska  token  collection  for  many  years. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50 0 


EDITORIAL 


BOOK  REVIEW 


This  month  is  another  short  issue. 
Was  hoping  to  put  out  a  short  price 
list  with  this  issue,  but  couldn’t 
do  it.  Have  Jury  Duty  whenever  they 
decide  they  need  me,  and  then  the 
NCE  in  Chicago  is  coming  up. 

You  will  find  enclosed  a  coupon  with 
this  issue  to  get  you  a  discount  at 
the  door  of  the  show  if  you  can  make 
it.  Details  on  the  National  Collect¬ 
ibles  Exposition  are  on  the  card. 
Hope  to  see  you  there. 


ANCHORAGE  TRIP  REPORT 

While  we  did  not  accomplish  every¬ 
thing  that  we  wanted  to  on  the  trip, 
it  was  far  from  unsatisfactory. 

The  Bad  News  first.  Did  not  find 
an  X-rated  Peep  Show  token.  No  one 
had  heard  of  them.  Still  have  my 
feelers  out  on  this  one.  Understand 
that  they  had  a  problem  in  Boston 
with  the  peep  show  tokens  working  in 
the  MBTA  turnstiles.  Could  get  a 
subway  ride  for  25#. 

Did  get  three  different  Chuck  E. 
Cheese’s  tokens  and  four  other  video 
tokens.  Only  2  of  the  total  of  7 
say  Anchorage.  Will  offer  these  on 
a  future  list. 

Finally,  did  pick  up  some  of  the 
Fur  Rendezvous  medals  for  some  years 
that  we  have  not  offered  in  the  past. 
These  will  also  be  offered  on  a 
price  list  in  the  future. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  permission. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 


"THIS  OLD  HOUSE,  The  story  of  Clara 
Rust,  Alaska  Pioneer."  by  Jo  Anne 
Wold.  1976.  Available  from  NSA  for 
$6.95  Plus  Si  postage. 

Many  token  collectors  overlook  books 
written  about  the  times  that  tokens 
were  in  use  as  a  source  of  informa¬ 
tion.  "This  Old  House"  is  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  can  be  found  in  this 
type  of  book. 

J.L.  Sale  was  a  leading  jeweler  in 
Dawson  City.  We  have  a  set  of  weights 
stamped  J.L.  Sale  Co.  Always  as¬ 
sumed  that  they  were  from  Dawson. 

But  J.L.  Sale  also  had  a  store  in 
Fairbanks,  as  Clara  Rust  recalls 
to  Jo  Anne  Wold  in  "This  Old  House". 

So  these  weights  are  no  longer  a 
strictly  Dawson  item.  (Les  Hill  has 
informed  us  that  Sale  also  had  a 
store  at  Grand  Forks- Bonanza). 

Or  how  about  an  undiscovered  ticket 
for  a  bathhouse?  "In  those  days 
hot  water  and  modern  bathroom  facil¬ 
ities  were  hard  to  come  by.  As  a 
result,  a  number  of  bathhouses  were 
established  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  people.  Mrs.  Madole’s  First 
Avenue  Bathhouse  and  Health  Clinic, 
which  was  down  the  street  from  Dad’s 
office,  advertised  in  his  newspaper. 

In  exchange  she  gave  him  tickets 
which  enabled  us  to  bathe  free  of 
charge."  Will  one  ever  turn  up? 

Very  doubtful,  as  the  piece  was  in 
use  in  1907* 

So  don’t  over  look  this  type  of  book. 
Not  only  do  they  give  you  a  look  at 
the  era  you  are  collecting  from,  but 
you  may  find  an  interesting  bit  of 
information  on  a  favorite  piece. 


Subscription  rates,  per  calendar 
year.  U.S.  &  Canada  $5*00  US 
Elsewhere  $10.00  US 


A.H.  BAKER'S  CIGAR  STORE  IS  FROM 
VALDEZ 


ALASKAN  DAIRIES  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
1983  TOKEN 


The  A.H,  Baker's  Cigar  Store  token 
pictured  in  the  November  1982  and 
February  1983  ATC&PN  is  an  old 
friend. 

Kaye  Dethridge  sent  me  a  rubbing 
of  it  back  in  1966  when  I  was 
working  my  way  through  a  complete 
set  of  R.L.  Polk  Ala ska- Yukon  Di¬ 
rectories.  At  the  time  he  said 
that  Valdez  was  his  guess  based  on 
where  the  token  came  from.  But  the 
business  was  nowhere  to  be  found  in 
those  directories,  which  were  issued 
at  two  year  intervals.  So  I  filed 
the  name  and  rubbing  to  await  addi¬ 
tional  references.  Meanwhile,  I  was 
deluged  with  maverick  lists  from 
other  collectors  and  the  file  grew 
to  a  size  that  would  be  too  time 
consuming  to  work  on. 

My  interest  increased  when  I  received 
a  letter  from  John  Loperfido  wie/i 
another  rubbing  of  the  Baker  token 
with  the  added  information  that  it 
came  with  material  from  Cordova, 

Valdez  and  other  businesses  in  that 
region.  Furthermore,  he  told  me 
that  Dick  Hanscom  found  A.H.  Baker 
operating  a  bookstore  in  Skagway  in 
1901 . 

Two  token  discoveries  many  years 
apart  plus  a  directory  link  sent 
me  immediately  to  my  directory 
collection  which  by  now  includes 
a  solid  year-by-year  run  of  the  R. 

G.  Dun  Mercantile  Agency  Reference 
Books.  Baker's  book  store  was  there 
in  Cordova  in  1902  and  1903  and  that 
was  it  for  Baker  and  Cordova.  Pro¬ 
mising,  but  not  proof  that  this  was 
a  Cordova  token. 

Since  Kaye  and  John  had  both  mentioned 
Valdez,  I  looked  there.  And  there 
it  was,  in  1903  and  1904*  So  the 
maverick  finds  a  home  and  Valdez 
gains  a  token. 


-Ron  Benice 


■r"  1983 

WIL  COURTNEY 
PfiFSlOFNT 


n  P.O.BOX  1332  -X 
FAIRBANKS 
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,0s 


Blue  on  v/hite  plastic,  available  from 
A.D.H.S.,  P.0.  Box  1 332,  Fairbanks, 

AK  99707  for  Si  and  self  addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 


KLONDIKE  COINS 


Anchorage  has  a  new  coin  dealer,  Klon¬ 
dike  Coin,  in  with  Klondike  Pawn  Pal¬ 
ace  at  711  W.  4th  Ave. 

The  coin  shop  is  run  by  George  Peter¬ 
son  and  his  daughter,  Georgia  G. 
Matthews.  Bet  that  if  you  sent  them 
3O0  and  an  SASE,  you'd  get  one  of 
their  woods  (black  ink)  illustrated 
above.  Mention  ATC&PN. 


SERVICES  OF  AIASKA,INC. 

Coins  —  U.S.  &  World  •  Gold  &  Silver  Bullion 
Alaskan  Token  Specialists 
Gold  Nuggets  •  Native  Arts  •  Coin  Photography 
White's  Metal  Detectors  •  Storage  Foods 

RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT 
BUY  SELL  TRADE 

DICK  HANSCOM  P  0  Box  2832 

A  N. A.  N.l.  0.1. N.  531  Second  Avenue 

(907)  452-6461  Fairbanks,  AK  99707 
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SUBSCRIBER  SURVEY  RESULTS 

As  most  of  you  know,  there  was  a  survey  attached  to  the  subscription 
order  blank  in  the  December,  1982  issue.  We  had  19  responses  to  the 
survey,  which  is  about  23%.  Not  too  bad  as  surveys  go.  Results  of 
this  survey  are  tabulated  below. 


1. 

2. 


Read 

Coverage 

Lead  articles,  general 

4.3 

4.3 

Articles  on; 

a. 

old  Alaskan  tokens 

4.7 

4.7 

b. 

modern  Alaskan  tokens  and  medals 

4.0 

3.8 

c. 

old  Yukon  tokens 

4.3 

3.8 

d. 

modern  Yukon  tokens  and  medals 

3.8 

3.4 

e. 

Canadian  trade  dollars 

3.2 

2.8 

f. 

Alaska,  general 

4.3 

4.0 

g. 

Yukon,  general 

3.6 

3.7 

h  . 

Northwest  Terr.,  general 

4.0 

3.9 

i. 

Newfoundland  &  Labrador,  general 

3.0 

2.5 

j. 

Greenland 

3.0 

2.5 

k. 

Falkland  Islands 

3.3 

2.4 

1. 

Russian  America 

3.3 

3.3 

m. 

General  information 

4.2 

3.8 

Features  and  fillers; 

a. 

Editorials 

4.5 

4.3 

b. 

Book  reviews 

4.0 

3.9 

c. 

For  the  record 

4.3 

4.4 

d. 

Information  request 

4.1 

3.8 

e. 

Reprints  from  Dawson  Daily  News 

4.2 

3.9 

f. 

Reprints  from  other  sources 

3.8 

3.6 

g. 

General  information 

4*3 

4. 1 

Assuming  that  under  coverage  that  a  rating  of  1  is  a  waste  of 
space,  3  is  just  right,  and  5  is  that  muqh  more  is  needed,  our 
coverage  is  not  bad!  Areas  that  are  below  a  3.0  rating  were 
caused  by  people  rating  it  a  1 ,  and  mostly  off  set  by  those  who 
rated  almost  every  thing  a  3. 

The  only  way  we  can  increase  the  coverage  of  areas  that  rated 
above  3.0  and  especially  above  4*0,  is  with  your  help.  At 
present,  we  have  one  article  on  hard  that  will  run  in  two  issues, 
this  is  an  article  by  Robert  Spence  on  the  classification  of 
checks.  This  will  not  be  of  interest  some  of  you.  But  I  feel 
that  it  is  of  general  interest  and  may  help  to  promote  collecting 
Alaskan  and  Yukon  checks,  which  will  also  be  offered  for  sale 
in  the  issues  that  the  article  will  be  in. 

What  we  need  now  are  lead  (cover  or  feature)  articles  for  the 
other  issues.  We  have  quite  a  few  fillers  (but  don’t  let  this 
stop  you  from  sending  them  in)  that  will  be  run  over  the  next 

couple  of  month.  .  ^  \ 

(continued  on  page  147 
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EDITORIAL 


I  am  short  on  time  again  this  month 
so  this  will  be  a  short  issue. 

The  National  Collectibles  Expo  in 
Chicago  was  a  very  enjoyable  ex¬ 
perience.  Only  met  two  folks  on 
our  mailing  list  that  I  had  not  met 
before,  but  renewed  several  acquain- 
tences.  Managed  to  search  through 
several  coin  shops  and  a  few  antique 
shops  for  Alaskan  goodies,  but  with 
little  success. 

The  Chicago  Internatioal  Coin  Fair 
was  also  going  on  at  the  same  time. 
Actually  started  on  Thursday,  so  I 
had  the  opportunity  to  rumage 
around  the  bourse  there.  Picked  up 
a  "dug”  example  of  the  Monte  Carlo 
maverick  featured  in  the  February 
issue.  It  was  attributed  to  Gallup, 
N.M.  Can  anyone  confirm  this  at¬ 
tribution?  Seems  unlikely  to  me 
that  a  N.M.  merchant  would  have  a 
token  manufactured  in  Seattle.  From 
those  who  looked  at  the  token,  some 
feel  that  it  could  have  been  dug  in 
the  southwest  because  of  its  appear¬ 
ance.  But  almost  to  the  person  feel 
that  it  is  unlikely  to  be  from  N.M* 
One  gentleman  did  not  have  any  pro¬ 
blems  with  a  N.M.  token  being  manu¬ 
factured  in  Seattle.  So  how 
about  some  help  on  this  one? 

The  subscribers  survey  v/as  very  kind 
to  my  editorials.  One  of  the  highest 
ratings  on  the  survey!  Must  be  a 
subtle  form  of  bribery  to  keep  me  at 
the  typewriter! 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 

All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

Subscription  rates,  per  calendar 
year:  U.S.  &  Canada  $5*00 

Elsewhere  $10.00 


1983  GANDER,  NEWFOUNDLAND  TRADE  $ 


A  ”B  24  Liberator"  used  in  World 
War  II  is  depicted  on  the  obverse 
side  of  the  1983  Gander,  Newfound¬ 
land  trade  dollar  to  be  released  at 
the  end  of  April  by  the  Gander 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  A  goose  in 
flight,  the  crest  of  the  Gander 
Chamber  of  Commerce  is  shown  on  the 
reverse  side.  Sherritt  Mint  struck 
12,000  specimens  on  33mm  nickel- 
bonded-steel  blanks.  Specimens  are 
available  at  $1.30  US  postpaid  from 
Gander  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Attn. 
Lloyd  Jones,  Box  159,  Gander,  NFLD. 
Canada  A1V  1 W 6 .  Gander* s  first 
trade  dollar,  issued  in  1982,  depic¬ 
ting  the  Hudson  bomber  is  available 


1983  ST.  J*0HN»S,  NFLD.  TRADE  DOLLAR 


*  NS 

Ct 

'  OppO'''' 


The  St.  John*s  Board  of  Trade  will 
issue  a  trade  dollar  at  the  end  of 
April  to  commemorate  the  400th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  annexation  in  1583 
of  Newfoundland  for  England  by  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert.  Gilbert’s  portrait 
is  depicted  on  the  obverse  and  the 
city  of  St.  John’s  crest  is  on  the 
reverse.  Sherritt  Mint  struck  25Q00 
specimens  on  33nim  blanks  in  nickel- 
bonded  steel.  Specimens  are  available 
at  $1.75  US  postpaid  from  St.  John’s 
Board  of  Trade,  Box  5127,  St.  John’s, 
Nfld. ,  Canada  A1C  5V5*  Their  1982 
trade  dollar  is  also  available  at 
$1.75  postpaid 
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-Jerry  Remick 


SURVEY,  cont. 


BARROW  GETS  BUS  TOKEN 


Many  comments  were  made  for  additional 
areas  of  coverage.  Auction  results 
was  one  area  suggested.  Any  one  care 
to  volunteer  to  report  these  to  us? 

It  would  help  those  out  there  who 
would  like  to  have  this  type  of 
information. 

A  few  people  requested  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  non-metallic  montetary  items 
other  than  checks,  such  as  local  cur¬ 
rency  and  scrip.  We  do  have  one  item 
that  will  be  run  in  the  near  future, 
but  how  about  some  information  from 
some  of  our  readers? 


The  North  Slope  Borough,  which 
stretches  from  south  of  Point  Hope 
on  the  northwest  coast  to  the 
boundary  line  with  the  Yukon,  has 
its  own  public  transit  system  in 
Barrow. 

The  A.V.A.  reports  that  the  first 
tokens  v/ere  ordered  on  July  29 > 
1980.  The  tokens  were  reported 
in  their  Feb.  1983  journal. 

According  to  the  A.V.A. ,  an  initial 
order  was  place  for  6,000  in  bronze 
the  second  order  was  for  10,000  in 
brass. 


There  were  a  few  request  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  Hudson  Bay  Co.  items.  There 
is  quite  a  bit  in  print  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  already.  We  will  try  to  get 
permission  to  reprint  some,  but  would 
always  like  some  new  material 

Many  other  areas  of  interest  were 
mentioned.  So  it  you  have  a  pet 
interest,  let  us  hear  from  you. 

Since  we  do  not  take  advertising, 
this  is  a  way  to  let  other  readers 
know  that  you  are  an  Alaskan  col¬ 
lector.  While  we  only  have  about 
80  people  receiving  this  little  news¬ 
letter,  they  tend  to  be  pretty  ser¬ 
ious  about  Alaska. 


Designed  by  Johnny  Adams,  who  at  the 
time  was  lead  driver  in  the  system, 
these  are  amoung  the  most  attractive 
transportation  tokens  we  have  seen. 
The  obverse  features  a  caribou  walk¬ 
ing  in  front  of  oil  wells  and  pipe¬ 
line.  "The  reverse  has  eskimo  whalers 
in  a  skin  boat  amoung  iceberg,  and 
the  sun  on  the  horizon 

The  pieces  were  struck  by  Meyer  & 
Wenthe  of  Chicago. 

We  do  not  have  any  in  stock  for  sale 
at  the  present  time,  but  will  try 
to  obtain.  Watch  future  issues 
of  ATC&PN • 


One  comment  received  more  frequently 
than  any  other  was  concerning  the 
quality  of  printing  (that's  printing, 
not  spelling  or  typing!).  We  have 
free  use  of  a  copier,  just  must  sup¬ 
ply  the  paper.  Have  been  using  a 
fairly  inexpensive  paper.  May 
switch  to  a  better  grade  of  paper, 
or  buy  a  copy  machine  that  can  use 
the  paper  I  have  to  better  advan¬ 
tage.  Hopefully,  in  the  next  couple 
months  the  print  quality  will  im¬ 
prove 


WHITE  PASS  &  YUKON  MEDAL 

Only  about  11  remain  of  the  100  serial 
numbered  uniface,  medals.  If  you 

want  one  of  this  first  edition,  better 
send  $35  to  NS A  real  quick! 


SERVICES  OF  ALASKAJNC. 

Coins  —  U  S  &  World  •  Gold  &  Silver  Bullion 
Alaskan  Token  Specialists 
Gold  Nuggets  •  Native  Arts  •  Coin  Photography 
White's  Metal  Detectors  •  Storage  Foods 

RARE  COIN  INVESTMENT 
BUY  SELL  TRADE 

DICK  HANSCOM  P  0  Box  2832 

A  N  A  N.l.  0.1. N.  531  Second  Avenue 

(907)  452-6461  Fairbanks,  AK  99707 
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GET  YOURSELF  ORGANIZED 
WITH  THE  SPENCE  SYSTEM 

by 

Robert  A.  Spence 
P.O.  Box  69 

Boynton  Beach,  Florida  33425 


The  almost  infinite  number  of  check  characteristics  such  as:  place 
of  issue,  banks,  revenue  stamps,  vignettes,  designs  and  sizes  - 
all  can  bewilder  the  collector  and  dealer  alike.  Checks  probably 
have  more  characteristics  by  which  they  may  be  differentiated  than 
most  other  collectibles. 


In  order  to  further  the  enjoyment  of  check  collecting  and  to  make 
easier  any  study  or  interest  in  checks,  a  system  has  been  evolved 
which  provides:  protective  containment  of  the  check,  arrangement 
of  the" checks  so  that  they  may  be  specifically  filed  and  easiliy 
retrieved,  classification  of  checks  of  any  desired  characteristic, 
and  the  system  is  expandable. 

In  hope  that  this  method  may  be  of  use  and  enhance  the  enjoyment  of 
checks  by  other  collectors  and  by  dealers,  further  details  as  found 
by  the  experience  of  many  trials  are  presented. 

A  notebook  for  supporting  information  v/ill  be  needed.  An  81  x  11 
inch,  three-ring,  loose  leaf  type  is  recommended.  A  supply  of  holders 
and  lables  as  described  further  will  be  needed. 


The  method  consists  of  the  following  procedure: 

(A)  Place  check  into  holder 

(B)  Classify  check  by  coding  label  on  holder 

(C)  Record  any  desired  characteristics  of  the  check  in 
the  note  book. 

(D)  Arrange  the  checks  into  collection  or  stock. 


THE  HOLDERS 

Use  a  x  95/8  inch  clear  acetate  or  mylar  holder  with  the  folded 
over  top  design.  The  use  of  only  one  size  of  holder  is  necessary  to 
make  practical  the  working  of  any  arrangement  of  checks.  Use  of  other 
sizes,  materials  and  designs  are  not  recommended.  Checks  should  be 
housed  so  that  they  may  be  viewed  on  both  sides  and,  therefore,  holders 
should  be  clear  and  without  liners  or  fillers. 

A  survey  of  a  collection  of  over  3000  checks  of  all  kinds  indicated 
that  less  than  two  percent  (mostly  foreign)  could  not  be  contained  in 
the  above  sized  holder.  Provision  for  housing  these  oversized  checks 
will  be  detailed  later  in  this  article.  The  top  fold  of  the  holder 
provides  strength  and  rigidity  where  needed. 

A  by  3"  white,  pressure  sensitive  adhesive  label  is  applied  to  the 

(continued  on  page  1?) 
South  of  50 0 


North  of  60° 


EDITORIAL 


An  Alaskan  tradition  is  about  to 
go  down  the  tubes.  In  an  opinion 
of  March  3rd,  assistant  attorney- 
general  Diane  Colvin  said  that 
Alaska  law,  in  "plain  language" 
forbids  "the  use  of  playing  cards, 
dice,  roulette  wheels,  coin-oper¬ 
ated  instruments  or  machines  ... 
intended  primarily  for  gaming  or 
gambling". 

Referring  primarily  to  Monte  Carlo 
night  during  Anchorage* s  Fur  Ren¬ 
dezvous,  "we  can  oly  conclude  that 
a  permit  may  not  be  issued  (by  the 
Revenue  Department)  for  Monte  Carlo 
activities." 

Monte  Carlo  type  activities  are 
used  in  Alaska  as  a  fund  raising 
activity.  The  Monte  Carlo  night 
at  Fur  Rendez  provides  a  valuable 
source  of  income  for  the  organizers 
to  help  support  other  Rendez  ac¬ 
tivities  that  cannot  support  them¬ 
selves.  Fort  Wainwright  just  held 
a  similar  event  to  raise  funds  for 
dependent  (military  for  children) 
activities. 

So,  in  one  fell  swoop,  an  Alaskan 
tradition  is  about  to  bite  the  dust 
because  of  an  appointed  bureaucrat. 
We  can*t  help  but  think  that  this 
is  a  new  bureaucrat  brought  in  with 
the  new  administration  going  out  on 
a  power  trip.  Alaskan  laws  have 
not  changed  recently  to  make  such 
an  activity  illegal.  According  to 
state  lav/  they  have  always  been 
illegal  (if  this  opinion  is  cor¬ 
rect).  Maybe  Ms.  Colvin* s  pred¬ 
ecessors  just  had  the  good  sense 
to  leave  well  enough  alone  realiz¬ 
ing  the  benefits  these  activities 
provide.  Or  maybe  they  just  had 
better  things  to  do  on  the  people’s 
time  v/ith  the  people’s  money. 

This  month  we  bring  you  an  article 
by  Robert  Spence  on  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  checks.  This  article  was 
first  printed  in  the  Check  List, 
the  publication  of  the  Check  Col¬ 


lectors  Round  Table.  If  interested 
in  CCRT,  write  to  Charles  Kemp, 

481  Morse  #70,  Troy,  MI  48084*  Dues 
are  $8  per  year. 

Mr.  Spence's  article  should  be  very 
interesting  if  you  collect  checks. 

Our  printing  of  the  article  is  a 
shortened  version,  bringing  up  the 
major  information  that  would  be  of 
interest  to  the  people  we  serve.  It 
is  about  83%  of  the  original  article. 
If  it  (the  article)  does  not  flow 
smoothly  in  a  few  spots,  or  you  feel 
that  information  may  be  lacking, 
your  editor  takes  full  responsibility 
for  this. 


TRADE  DOLLAR  AUCTION 

John  Cheramy  reports  very  good  re¬ 
sults  in  his  March  trade  dollar 
auction. 

Of  interest  toATC&PN  readers  were 
the  following  lots: 

Dawson,  YT  (1969)  silver,  wavy  sun 
rays  High  bid  $40,  reduced  to 
$38.30 

Hay  River,  NWT,(1974)  1973  $8.00 

Whitehorse,  YT  no  date,  CU  thick 
planchet,  scarce  metal.  High  bid 
$31.00,  reduced  to  28.60. 


ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  &  POLAR 
NUMISMATIST  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

Subscription  rates,  per  calendar 
year:  US  &  Canada  $3*00 

Elsewhere  $10.00 

Back  issues  (12  per  year  except 
only  8  in  1979),  1979-1982  are 
priced  at  $3/year>  postpaid. 
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SPENCE  SYSTEM,  cont. 


top  edge  of  the  holder,  about  1M  from  the  left  edge,  as  shown  in 
figure  1.  Strips  £**  wide  may  be  easily  cut  from  sheets  of  1”  by 
3”  labels  (such  as  Avery  or  Dennison,  No.  S-1648,  or  equal). 
Labels  may  be  ruled  with  a  ball  point  pen  into  five  columns  while 

in  sheet  form  to 

Figure  1  provide  boxes  of 

columns  on  the 
strips  for  ease  of 
coding*  Cost  of 
holder,  label,  etc 
presently  is  less 
than  100  a  check. 


Col 


ume 


2 


r  1 1  i  i 

M  A  |to^m]t  N  e>  I I  I  A&cT 


CLASSIFYING  CHECKS  AND  LABEL  CODING 

The  purpose  of  classifying  the  check  and  coding  the  lable  on  the 
holder  is  simply  to  provide  the  minimum  information  with  the  check 
at  all  times:  to  indicate  specifically  where,  at  a  single  location 
the  check  is  to  be  located  in  the  colletion  or  dealer  stock,  and, 
to  indicate  data  needed  in  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  check.  It 
is  important  to  note  this  coded  label  is  not  meant  to  indicate  or 
describe  the  several  other  characteristics  of  interest  of  the  check. 
The  label  is  given  a  single  applicable  entry  in  each  of  the  five 
columns.  See  figure  1. 


For  U.S.A.  Checks: 


Column 

1 


2 


3 


Coding 

Location-  Two  letters  or  digits  for  U.S.,  State, 
Territory  or  other  classification  as  shown  in  list 
No.  1  (see  page  19). 

Place  of  Issue-  Use  the  first  four  letters  in  the 
name  of  the  place  of  issue  indicated  on  the  check. 

In  cases  with  tv/o  or  more  words  in  their  names,  use 
first  letter  in  the  first  word  and  the  balance  from 
the  second  word,  such  as: 

San  Francisco  SFRA 
Carson  City  CCIT 
N ew  Orleans  NOHL 
New  York  City  NYC 

Bank-  Coade  uses  up  to  four  initials  of  words  in  the 
bank  name.  Important-  Use  Payor  bank,  except  for 
bank  drafts  or  cashier* s  checks  in  which  case  use 
payee  bank.  Where  name  of  payor  bank  is  altered, 

(continued  on  page  18) 
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SPENCE  SYSTEM,  cont. 


use  altered  name  for  payor  bank.  Use  the  initials 
"FNB"  only  for  "First  National  Bank"  in  view  of  the 
commonality  of  this  name. 

4  Stamp-  Code  for  Revenue  stamp  or  Revenue  Stamped 

Paper.  Use  the  Scott  Stamp  Catalog  "R" 

Series  designation  for  adhesive  revenue  stamps  and 
the  "RN"  Series  designation  for  revenue  stamped 
paper  if  one  appears  on  the  check.  Noting  the 
revenue  stamp  or  revenue  stamped  paper  is  important. 
There  are  relatively  few  types  of  each  used  on 
checks.  Aside  from  the  widespread  interest  in 
these  stamps,  some  of  the  types  of  stamps  or  reve¬ 
nue  stamped  paper  have  appreciable  value  and  thus 
two  ofthe  same  kind  of  checks  with  variations  in 
types  of  stamps  or  stamped  paper  can  have  greatly 
differing  values  and  costs,  in  addition  to  appearance. 

5  Acquisition  Cost  of  Check-  This  value  may  be  placed 
in  clear  figures  or  in  code 


Figure  2 

Colume 

1  2  3 

/  /  / 

¥ 

3" 

/ 

AvJ  Bost  j  HS  B 

R-5 

j  BCD  1 

Coding- Miscellaneous  Fiscals 
Classification  90 


If  a  collection  or 
stock  contains  a 
number  of  Miscellaneous 
Fiscals  -  Classification 
No.  90,  (items  such  as 
receipts,  bills  of 
exchange,  promissory 
notes,  etc.),  it  will 
be  helpful  to  enter 
for  the  code  in  Column 
1  of  the  label  of  such 
items: 


90/plus  code  letters  from  state,  U.S.,  territory,  etc.  as  given 
in  List  No.  1  (page  19).  An  example  of  the  coding  therefore  for 
a  Massachusetts  receipt  or  similar  fiscal  non— check  item  wouiu. 
be  as  shown  in  figure  2. 


NOTEBOOK 

The  notebook  is  a  convenient  reference  tool  and  aid  to  the  enjoyment 
of  checks.  Because  of  the  wide  range  and  number  of  characteristics 
of  checks  that  are  of  interest  to  individual  collectors,  it  is  not 
generally  feasible  to  include  coding  or  notes  of  the  existence  of 
these  characteristics  on  the  holder  of  the  check.  For  this  purpose 
and  to  provide  unlimited  latitude  of  choice  of  interest  to  the  col¬ 
lector,  a  supplementary  notebook  to  the  collection  is  usea. 

ARRANGING  CHECKS  INTO  COLLECTION  OR  STOCK 

Checks  are  arranged  in  the  collection  or  in  stock  by  filling  them 
in  numerical/alphabetical  order  of  the  code  in  the  first  three  columns 
of  the  label.  This  should  bring  all  check  of  one  bank  and  of  one 
°f  kkf  ioke  together.  The  checks  are  filed  further  by  the  order 
of  their  date.  It  has  been  observed  in  many  instances  where  a  large 
nLber  of  different  types  of  checks  of  one  bank  were  drawn  over  a 
period  of  several  years  that,  by  filling  by  date  generally  located 

(continued  on  page  19) 


18 


SPENCE  SYSTEM,  cont 


the  similar  designs,  revenue  stamps  and  patterns  in  order  and  together. 
Checks  with  duplicate  characteristics  will  file  together  and  thus  a 
duplicate  check  will  be  observed.  Any  duplicate  check  in  a  collection 
is  easily  determined  or  located  directly  with  this  system. 

A  large  collection  or  stock  of  checks  may  be  subdivided  for  conven¬ 
ience  in  housing  the  checks  by  groups  of  the  numbers  or  letters  in 
the  first  column  or  the  coding  labels.  Cardboard  cartons  or  shoe 
boxes  make  convenient  receptacles  to  house  checks  if  cardboard  di¬ 
viders  4  3/4”  by  9  3/4”  are  used  between  each  classification  of 
checks  and  an  additional  divider  used  at  the  bottom  of  each  batch 
of  checks  in  a  carton  for  ease  in  handling. 


List  N?  1 


U  S  Checks  —  Location  Codes 


Sometimes,  checks 
are  obtained  from 
sources  where  they 
have  been  exposed 
to  mold,  mildew, 
foxing,  etc.,  espe¬ 
cially  in  warm  and 
humid  climates. 
Before  placing  such 
checks  with  others, 
it  is  suggested 
they  be  isolated 
and  placed  in  a 
tight  box  for  a  few 
days  along  with  a 
treatment  to  elim¬ 
inate  all  mildew 
spores  and  further 
deterioration.  A 
small  bag  of  Di-Gas 
or  equal  compound 
which  releases  form¬ 
aldehyde  vapors  will 
eliminate  the  spores 
and  prevent  contam¬ 
ination  of  other 
checks  and  paper 
items.  A  bag  of 
such  material  left 
permanently  in  the 
check  file  cabinet 
or  in  the  closet 
will  keep  checks  in 
good  condition. 

Once  checks  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  the  col¬ 
lection  in  the  above 
manner,  they  are 
easily  and  directly 
retrieved  and  re¬ 
turned.  With  this 


LOCATION  CODE 

USA  -  Government  of  1 

Alaska,  Territory  of  2 

Arizona  Territory  3 

Colorado  Territory  4 

Dakota  Territory  5 

Hawaii,  Territory  of  6 

Idaho  Territory  7 

Indian  Territory  8 

Missouri  Territory  9 

Montana  Territory  10 

Nebraska  Territory  11 

New  Mexico,  Territory  of  12 
Oklahoma  Territory  13 

Puerto  Rico  14 

Utah  Territory  15 

Virgin  Islands  16 

Washington  Territory  17 

Wyoming  Territory  18 

Other  Territories  19 

Alabama  (20)  AL 

Alaska  (21)  AK 

Arizona  (22)  AZ 

Arkansas  (23)  AR 

California  (24)  CA 

Colorado  (25)  CO 

Connecticut  (26)  CT 

Delaware  (27)  DE 

Dist.  of  Columbia  (28)  DC 

Florida  (29)  FL 

Georgia  (30)  GA 

Hawaii  (31)  HI 

Idaho  (32)-  ID 

Illinois  (33)  IL 

Indiana  (34)  IN 

Iowa  ( 35 )  IA 

Kansas  (36)  KS 

Kentucky  (37)  KY 

Louisiana  (38)  LA 

Maine  (39)  ME 

Maryland  (40)  MD 

Massachusetts  (41)  MA 

Michigan  (42)  MI 

Minnesota  (43)  MN 

Mississippi  (44)  MS 

Missouri  (45)  MO 

Montana  (46)  MT 

Nebraska  (47)  NB 

Nevada  (48)  NV 

New  Hampshire  (49)  NH 

New  Jersey  (50)  NJ 


LOCATION  CODE 

New  Mexico  (51)  NM 

New  York  (52)  NY 

North  Carolina  (53)  NC 

North  Dakota  (54)  ND 

Ohio  (55)  OH 

Oklahoma  (56)  OK 

Oregon  (57)  OR 

Pennsylvania  (58)  PA 

Rhode  Island  (59)  RI 

South  Carolina  (60)  SC 

South  Dakota  (61)  SD 

Tennessee  (62)  TN 

Texas  (63)  TX 

Utah  (64)  UT 

Vermont  (65)  VT 

Virginia  (66)  VA 

Washington  (67)  WA 

West  Virginia  (68)  WV 

Wisconsin  (69)  WI 

Wyoming  (70)  WY 


71 

72 


.  73 

.  74 

.  75 

.  76 

.  77 

Confederate  States  78 

.  79 

.  80 

Checks  of  Banker  Interest  81 

Banks:  US  Forces  Abroad  82 

83 

Travellers  Checks  84 

Specimen  Checks  85 

Ration  Checks-WW  II  86 

Business  School  Checks  87 

"Bounced  Checks"  88 

89 

Misc.  Fiscals  90 


91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 


(continued  on  page  20) 
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SPENCE  SYSTEM,  cont. 


ANCHORAGE  VIDEO  TOKENS,  cont. 


system,  checks  in  a  holder  are  easy 
to  code  on  the  label  with  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  directly  from  the 
check  inside.  After  a  half-dozen 
checks  are  coded,  reference  to  the 
notebook  lists  are  very  infrequent 
for  this  purpose.  It  is  very 
pleasant  to  be  able  to  directly 
retrieve  a  check  from  a  collection, 
or  return  it,  or  find  how  many 
checks  one  has  v/ith  a  specific  vig¬ 
nette  and  exactly  which  ones.  With 
this  system  working  for  me,  I  can 
now  really  begin  to  enjoy  my  checks 
and  check  collecting. 


ANCHORAGE  VIDEO  TOKENS 


Super  Stars  is  a  different  token 
in  that  it  appears  to  be  more  of 


A  star  dominates  both  sides,  the 
value  is  one  star. 

Chuck  E.  Cheese's  Pizzatime  Theater 
has  at  least  three  different  die 
variety  tokens  in  use.  None  say 
Anchorage  on  them.  All  are  dated 
1982  and  are  the  standard  design 
for  this  chain,  and  therefore  are 
not  illustrated. 


On  our  trip  to  Anchorage  in  Feb., 
we  picked  up  some  video  tokens. 

Due  to  being  very  busy  and  travel¬ 
ing,  we  have  not  been  able  to  fully 
report*  or  offer  them  for  sale.  We 
now  have  time  to  do  this. 


The  neatest  pieces  are  from  Alaska 
Leisure  Industries.  Using  the  ALI 


common  reverse,  one  is  the  Little 
Castle  in  the  Diamond  Center  Mall, 
and  the  other  is  the  Last  Frontier, 
Anchorage  International  Airport. 

The  last  Frontier  is  a  neat  piece 
with  a  moose  looking  towards  the 
mountains. 


PRICES: 

Alaska  Leisure  Industries,  brass, 


25 •5mm 

Little  Castle  1 .00 

Last  Frontier  1 .00 

Hanger  18,  brass,  22.5mm  .75 

Super  Stars,  copper?  25* 5mm  .75 
Chuck  E.  Cheese* s,  brass,  25mm 

3  Varieties,  each  variety  .50 


Postage  is  Si. 00  per  order  or  SASE 
at  your  risk. 


ANCHORAGE  FUR  RENDEZVOUS  MEDALS 

This  year*s  Fur  Rendezvous  honors 
Alaska *s  Square  Dancers.  The  reverse 
is  the  standard  reverse,  with  the 
date  1983  and  noting  the  48th  annual 
Fur  Rendezvous.  40mm,  brass. 


Hangar  18  has  at  least  two  video 
parlors.  The  token  features  what 


looks  to  be  the  space  shuttle  on 
the  obverse,  and  the  common  stock 
reverse  No  Cash  Value. 


Price  is  $6,  plus  postage  as  above. 
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TWO  NEW  MEDALS  AND  AN  OLD  ONE 


Just  today  we  purchased  two  new 
medals,  and  an  older  one. 

The  old  one  is  a  pipeline  medal 
dated  “\977»  Yes,  it  has  been 
around  that  long,  but  has  always 
been  tooooo  expensive.  The  rub 
bing  does  not  show  much  detail, 
but  it  features  a  map  of  Alaska 
with  many  place  names,  and  the 
obverse  has  a  scene  with  a  pipe- 
truck  and  helicopter,  and  a 
section  of  the  pipeline.  A  very 
nice  piece  in  bronze,  39nim. 

The  two  new  medals  are  part  of 
a  projected  series.  Both  have 
a  map  of  Alaska  on  the  obverse. 
The  Juneau  medal  shows  the  gov¬ 
ernors  mansion  and  a  tour  boat. 
The  Anchorage  medal  features  the 
Sullivan  Areana  with  a  hot  air 
balloon  over  head. 


The  medals  are  priced  at  S3  each 
plus  $1  postage. 
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ARCTIC  WINTER  GAMES, 
SCHEFFERVILLE,  QUEBEC 
1976 

One  of  the  more  elu¬ 
sive  AWG  items  is  the 
medal  from  Scheffer- 
ville,  Quebec.  We 
have  obtained  only  15 
of  these  medals,  in 
their  original  silver 
on  blue  cardboard 
$10  each,  plus  $1  per 


holders,  in  plastic  envelopes.  These  are  priced  at 
order  for  postage.  Only  one  per  person,  please.  The  obverse  features  a 
caribou  and  the  reverse  has  theAWG  emblem  and  3  torches,  on  a  map  of  the 
competing  areas  (Alaska,  Yukon,  Northwest  Terr.,  and  arctic  Quebec). 


POSTAGE:  PLEASE  NOTE.  WE  WILL  NOT  SEND  ANYTHING  VALUED  AT  OVER  $5  IN  SASE. 
PLEASE  INCLUDE  $1  POSTAGE  PER  ORDER  IF  YOUR  ORDER  IS  OVER  $3.  ORDERS  TO 
CANADA  WILL  BE  SENT  AT  YOUR  RISK  UNLESS  $2  IS  INCLUDED.  WILL  SHIP  VIA  REG¬ 
ISTERED  MAIL  (COST  IS  $3*23,  WE  COVER  THE  BALANCE)^  TO  CANADA. 
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FUN  WITH  DIE  VARIETIES 


by 


Ronald  J.  Benice 
25  Stewart  Place 
Mount  Kisco  NY  10549 


JUNE,  1983. 


A.f-va. 

Numismatic  purists  distinguish  between  types  and  varieties:  a  type 
being  a  deliberate  (usually  conspicuous)  change  in  the  design  of  a 
coin,  token  or  piece  of  currency;  a  variety  being  an  unintended 
(usually  inconspicuous)  change  resulting  from  a  failure  to  exactly 
replicate  the  original  dies  or  plates  when  additional  ones  are 
needed. 


Token  collectors  are  generally  not  interested  in  die  varieties,  but 
collectors  of  early  American  coinage  delight  in  discovering  them 
with  magnifying  glasses.  They  can  be  a  lot  of  fun. 


Alaska  token  collectors  have  long  saved  the  Perry  Hern  tokens  from 
Skagway,  the  Cheechako  Tavern  tokens  from  Anchorage  and  the  New  York 
Exchange  tokens  from  Juneau  by  die  type  since  they  are  inexpensive, 
well-documented  and  easy  to  spot.  On  the  other  hand,  the  die  types 
of  the  Hoonah  Packing  Co.  50*  tokens  illustrated  in  the  November  1982 
issue  of  ATC&PN  are  too  rare  for  many  collectors  to  try  for  a  complete 

set. 


This  article  presents  a  series  of  common  tokens  that  are  pure  die 
varieties  that  require  a  magnifying  glass  to  sort  out  —  the  NCO  Open 
Mess  tokens  from  Elmendorf  Air  Force  Base,  listed  as  Elmendorf  2  in 
’’Alaska  Tokens".  You  are  invited  to  get  out  your  tokens  and  magnifiers 

and  read  on. 


The  place  to  look  is  the  dollar  sign.  As  you  look,  keep  rn  mind  that 
the  features  in  the  accompanying  diagrams  are  slightly  exaggerated  to 
emphasize  the  distinguishing  characteristics. 


The  first  die  variety,  labeled  "W”,  is  best  distin¬ 


guished  by  observing  the  right  hand  vertical  line 
through  the  S.  The  top  half  and  bottom  half  do  not 
quite  meet  (see  arrow).  Also,  the  left  hand  verti¬ 
cal  line  barely  cuts  through  the  S.  All  parts  of 
the  vertical  lines  appear  to  be  underneath  the  S. 


v/ 


The  second  die  variety,  labeled  "X" 
is  quite  different.  The  two  vertical 
lines  are  closer  together  at  the 
bottom  than  at  the  top.  Also,  at 
the  top  left  crossing  (arrow),  the  vertical  line 

appears  to  cross  over  the  S. 


X 

North  of  60° 


On  both  the  W  and  X  variety,  the  F  in  Elmendorf  is  to 
the  right  of  the  E  in  Trade  —  the  Type  I  die  in 

(continued  on  page  24 
- - - - —  South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


An  era  is  ending  in  Fairbanks.  The 
"Bar  Block"  is  scheduled  to  be  torn 
down  shortly.  Most  of  the  bars 
have  been  closed.  Workmen  are  due 
to  begin  destruction  the  middle  of 
May  • 

The  "Bar  Block"  is  between  1st  and 
2nd  Ave.,  and  runs  from  Cushman  St. 
to  the  parking  lot  half  way  to  Lacey 
St.  It  housed  in  the  past  many 
token  issueing  businesses,  such  as 
the  Nordale  Hotel,  the  Model  Cafe 
and  Bakery,  and  the  Pastime  (Bar, 
Restaurant,  and  Cigar  Store). 

The  Fairbanks  Development  Authority, 
a  quasi-governmental  agency  has 
purchased  the  properties  in  hopes 
of  luring  a  major  hotel  to  build 
there.  Plans  call  for  a  230  bed 
hotel.  At  present,  it  would  take 
2  years  to  upgrade  the  sewer  sys¬ 
tem  to  handle  a  100  bed  hotel. 
Typical  bureaucratic  planning. 
Therefore,  for  the  time  being, 
enter  a  parking  lot. 

On  May  7th,  the  FDA  held  an  auction 
for  the  local  nostalgia  buffs.  For¬ 
tunately  for  us,  Wil  Courtney  lib¬ 
erated  some  items  of  interest!  See 
page  24. 

In  an  item  related  to  last  month* s 
editorial,  the  town  of  Skagway  has 
asked  the  state  to  legalize  Black¬ 
jack,  Roulette,  and  other  gold  rush 
era  games  of  chance  in  this  south¬ 
eastern  Alaska  town. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  White  Pass 
and  Yukon  Railroad,  Skagway* s  econ¬ 
omy  has  been  very  depressed.  Legal¬ 
ized  gambling  is  seen  by  some  as  a 
means  to  boost  the  economy.  Oppon¬ 
ents  see  it  as  a  lure  for  more  vice 
rather  than  a  lure  for  more  tour¬ 
ists. 

Those  making  a  decision  such  as 
this  should  visit  Diamond  Tooth . 
Gerties  in  Dawson.  While  the  minds 


of  the  self-righteous  cannot  be 
changed,  those  with  an  open  mind 
will  see  a  class  operation  whose 
purpose  is  not  gambling,  but 
entertainment. 

The  town  has  voted  in  favor  of  this 
(though  very  narrowly).  It  is  now 
time  for  the  state  to  act. 


1983  INUVIK,  NWT  TRADE  DOLLAR 

Inuvik,  NWT  has  released  a  1983 
trade  dollar  to  mark  the  town*s  23th 
anniversary.  The  23th  anniversary 
logo  is  on  the  obverse  side;  the 
town*s  registered  logo  is  on  the 
reverse  side. 


The  23th  anniversary  logo  symbolizes 
a  monument  dedicated  to  the  town  by 
the  Right  Honorable  John  Diffenbaker 
(former  Prime  Minister  of  Canada). 

The  monument  features  three  "arms" 
or  "branches"  stretched  out  to  fi¬ 
nally  meet  and  come  together  as  one. 
Each  "arm"  represents  one  of  the 
three  main  cultures  of  Inuvik:  Indian 
Eskimo,  and  Anglo- saxon. 

The  Town*s  logo  depicted  on  the  re¬ 
verse  shows  an  abstract  design  of  a 
house,  an  igloo  and  a  teepee,  to¬ 
gether  in  the  land  of  the  midnight 
sun.  The  symbolizes  the  harmonious 
coming  together  of  the  three  main 
cultures  in  Inuvik. 

The  town  of  Inuvik  was  officially 
"born"  on  the  18th  of  July,  1958  by 
the  proclamation  by  the  Honourable 
Robert  Gordon  Robertson,  Commisioner 

(continued  on  page  25) 
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VARIETIES,  cont 


"Alaska  Tokens".  The  W-X  combina¬ 
tion  (i.e.  obverse-reverse)  was 
used  on  the  aluminum  tokens,  2A  and 
on  the  brass  tokens,  2B.I. 


The  "Y"  variety  is  the  closest  to  a 
perfect  dollar  sign;  the  bend  and 
misalignment  of  the  right  vertical 
are  exaggerated  in  the  diagram.  It 
occurs  on  the  type  II  die,  on  which 
the  F  in  Elmendorf  is  to  the  left  of 
the  E  in  Trade.  I  have  the  W-Y 


Y 


The  "Z"  variety  is  similar  to  the  Y 
but  the  vertical  line  is  much  more 
fragmented.  The  diagram  exaggerates. 
It  also  occurs  on  the  type  II  die. 

I  have  the  W-Z  combination 


Z 


The  S  portion  of  the  dollar  sign  is 
the  same  on  all  varietyies  and  ap¬ 
parently  was  made  from  a  stock 
punch. 

Just  as  the  catalog  with  its  pictures 
enabled  many  types  to  be  discovered 
on  rarities  by  collectors  who  had 
only  one,  this  article  may  lead  to 
discovery  of  additional  common  die 
varieties.  Correspondence  on  this 
subject  is  welcomed. 


oi , 


A  SMALL  STORY  OF  TWO  LADIES  OF  THE 

NORTH 

by 

Ralph  R.  Burry,  F.C.N.R.S. 

I  received  a  nice  cordwood  chit  from 
Dick  Hanscom  ,  one  that  was  used  as 
a  pay  voucher  for  the  people  that 
cut  cordwood  for  the  different  Steam¬ 
ers  along  the  rivers  of  Alaska  and 
the  Yukon.  The  credit  chit  that  I  got 
was  from  the  Str.  V/ilbur  Crimmin,  and 
I  know  he  has  some  from  the  Str.  Oil 
City.  With  the  information  that  I 
have  about  the  old  steamers  of  the 
North  I  thought  I  would  research  and 
write  about  the  two  in  mention. 


The  S.S.  Oil  City  was  built  in  Seattle 
by  the  Moran  Bros,  and  was  launched 
about  June  12th  in  1898.  It  was  one 
of  the  steamers  operated  by  the  Stan¬ 
dard  Oil  Co.  Before  the  oil  business 
it  brought  a  cargo  of  goods  up  the 
Yukon  River  to  Dawson  in  1898  late  in 
the  summer.  It  must  have  also  pushed 
a  barge.  On  one  of  the  trips  to  Daw¬ 
son,  it  wintered  there  and  the  next 
spring  after  the  ice  break-up,  James 
Walker,  trader  from  Holy  Cross  wired 
the  Alaska  Yukon  Navigation  office 
and  said  "Your  steamer,  the  Oil  City 
is  now  sitting  where  my  store  used 
to  be." 

After  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  had  the 
Oil  City  for  a  number  of  years  they 
sold  her  to  the  Northern  Navigation 
Co.  who  in  turn  sold  her  to  the 
Alaska  Yukon  Navigation  Co.,  who  were 
the  last  owners.  The  Oil  City  lasted 
till  the  early  20s  and  she  is  said  to 
rest  somewhere  on  the  beach  at  a  spot 
in  Holy  Cross,  AK.  She  was  a  vessel 
of  about  718  tons  which  would  make 
her  one  of  the  larger  ships  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  Z'?) 


INUVIK  TRADE  DOLLAR,  cont. 


Steamers,  cont. 


of  the  Northwest  Territories.  Inu- 
vik  means  the  "Place  of  Man".  The 
town  is  a  thriving  community  of 
about  3,000  persons  at  the  end  of 
the  Dempster  Highway.  Inuvik  is 
located  about  1 30  miles  north  of 
the  arctic  circle,  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Mackenzie  River,  about  73 
miles  from  the  Beaufort  Sea.  It  is 
the  most  northerly  municipality  in 
Canada  to  ever  have  issued  a  trade 
dollar.  Trade  dollars  were  issued 
in  Inuvik  in  1974,  1975,  and  1977* 
The  latter  two  are  very  scarce. 

The  Sherri tt  Mint  struck  10,000 
speicmens  on  33mm  blanks  of  Nickel- 
Bonded-Steel.  16  specimens  in  24 
carat  gold  (0.9  troy  ounces)  and 
323  specimens  in  .999  fine  silver 
(.33  troy  ounces)  we re  struck  to 
fill  prepaid  orders  from  residents 
in  Inuvik,  sometimes  referred  to  as 
"millionaire  City".  Specimens  in 
N-B-S  are  avialable  at  Si. 30  post¬ 
paid  from  Town  of  Inuvik,  Attn. 

Dave  Lowe,  Box  1160,  Inuvik,  NWT, 
Canada,  XOE  0T0.  All  checks  must 
be  certified. 

-Jerry  Remick 


North. 

The  Steamer  Wilbur  Crimmin  was  a  ves¬ 
sel  of  124  tons  and  was  built  at 
Coupeville ,  WA  in  1898  and  went  north 
soon  after.  It  plied  the  waters  of 
the  Koyukuk  for  a  couple  of  years 
and  sailed  to  Dawson  with  a  load  of 
freight  and  was  one  of  the  first 
steamerboats  to  run  the  river  from 
Dawson  to  Whitehorse.  She  arrived 
in  Whitehorse  in  the  fall  of  1900. 

It  was  in  Whitehorse  that  she  was 
sold  to  Wallace  Langley  and  was  op¬ 
erated  by  Langley  and  Andvik  formany 
years  under  British  registry.  She 
later  returned  to  U.S.  registry  and 
was  sent  to  the  Tanana  River  to  serve 
as  a  supply  ship  until  finally  she 
ended  her  days  at  Nenana,  AK.  There 
is  not  too  much  information  about  the 
Wilbur  Crimmin,  but  being  a  smaller 
vessel  than  the  Oil  City  it  could  run 
smaller  rivers  and  lakes  so  if  one 
could  read  her  log  it  would  make  very 
interesting  reading,  as  would  the 
other  logs  of  the  Ladies  of  the  North. 

(Our  thanks  to  Mr.  Burry  for  his 
timely  article.) 


A.H.  BAKERS  CIGAR  STORE,  THE  PLOT 
THICKENS 


From  D.M.  Stewart,  Victoria,  B.C. 
writes  that  he  has  found  A.H.  Baker 
listed  under  "Cigars,  retail"  in 
Polk 1 s  Alaska-Yukon  Gazateer  Busi¬ 
ness  Directory,  1903*  in  Skagway. 


Apparently,  A.H.  Baker  got  around. 
Sure  didn*  t  stay  in  any  place  for 
a  long  time ! 

All  other  information  on  this  token 
would  be  appreciated. 


LISTED,  NOT  ILLUSTRATED. 


As  a  space  filler,  we  bring  you  a 
few  items  that  are  listed  in  Ron 
Benice's  "Alaska  Tokens",  but  not 
illustrated. 


SUBCRIPTION  RATES,  per  calendar 
year:  U.S.  &  Canada  S3. 00 

Elsewhere  S10.00 


Juneay  B-28B 

Submitted  by  Lew  Egnew  and  Alan 
Weinberg. 
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CHECK  PRICELIST 

As  promised  earlier  this  year,  here 
in  our  price  list  of  checks  from 
Alaska  and  the  Yukon.  Most  are 
moderately  priced  and  make  interest¬ 
ing  additions  to  your  token  and 
other  collections. 

CHICHAGOFF 
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Chichagoff  Mining  Company 

CHICHAGOF.  ilAMl  Sapt.  •  ,  1520 

- a.~hicaj:  rxii.tfy  h^tokhs - - 
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HUrnR.  a  -I'Ty-v  rr/Ti  A  4.0/mnth.. 


Dollars 


MOT  OY£R  TWO  MU«0*£D 
To  THE  B.  M.  BEHRENDS  BAaNK 

JUNEAU 
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MJPCaJNTSNOBNr 


Ck-01  Chichagoff  Mining  Co.,  9/4/20 
210mm  x  176mm.  wavy  green.  For 
payment  of  shipping  on  gold 
bullion.  (1  only)  15*00 

DOME 
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THE  DOME  CITY  BANK 

&.OC 
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PAY  TO  THE  ORDER  OF 


.  *  "  -ft*  DomeCtty.  Aka 
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Ck-02  The  Dome  City  Bank,  1908, 

206  x  82.  White  paper  25.00 

FAIRBANKS 


Jatrbaitka  Sankituj  (kmttpany 
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Ck-03  Fairbannks  Banking  Co.,  1910, 
157  x  66,  yellow  paper,  torn 
comer  10. O^ 
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Amkkican  Hank  of  Ai*ahka 
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04  American  Bank  of  Alaska,  191 
unused,  with  stub.  181  x  69, 
greenish  paper,  part  of  stub 
missing  12.00 
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Ck-05 


Washington-Alaska  Bank,  1910, 
207  x  77,  white  paper.  20.00 
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Ck-06 


First  National  Bank,  1907, 
210  x  78,  white  paper  15*00 


Ck-07 


First  National  Bank,  modern, 
unused,  with  stub.  213  x  69> 
wavy  green  paper.  2.00 


amount  or  oerosiT 


Ol-Ofl  HD  WITH 

riSST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  FAIRBANKS 
1-0  .  CUlHMAN 

CCONOMY  CHICKING  ACCOUNT 
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Ck-07a  Deposit  slip  for  above.  2.00 

Please  note:  The  Fairbanks  and  Dav/son 
checks  in  this  offering  (including 
Dome)  maybe  slightly  soiled  or  have 
been  wet.  Please  advise  with  your 
order  if  these  are  not  acceptable. 

More  checks  on  the  next  page. 
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SITKA 


Ck-08  Set  of  3  checks  of  Ferdinand 
Roll,  general  merchant,  all 
on  Seattle  banks.  10.00 


DAWSON,  YUKON 
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Ck-09  Bank  of  British  North  America, 
1904 5  177  x  77,  wavy  green 
paper.  12.00 


Ck-10  As,  above,  general  issue  check 
rubber  stamped  Dawson,  (Y.T). 
192  x  83  monogram  at  left 
wavy  green  paper  1907  13*00 


Ck-11  BBNA,  1907,  wavy  green  paper, 
no  monogram,  181  x  76  10. 0n 
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Ck-12  BBNA,  1908,  wavy  green  paper, 
mongram  at  left.  193  x  82 

9.00 

RIVER  STEAMER  RECEIPTS 


These  receipts  are  from  the  Oil  City 
and  the  Wilbur  Crimmin.  They  are  all 
from  the  1907  season.  These  steamers 
were  owned  by  the  Alaska  Yukon  Trans¬ 
portation  Co.  The  receipts  are  for 
cords  of  wood,  labor,  wages,  etc. 

Some  of  the  Oil  City  receipts  even 
have  the  name  of  the  place,  or  loca¬ 
tion  in  which  they  were  issued. 

The  Oil  City  receipts  are  rubber 
stamped,  while  the  Wilbur  Crimmin  are 
both  rubber  stamped  and  hand  written. 


Rc-13  Oil  City,  no  location  3*00 
Rc-14  Oil  City,  with  location  8.00 
Rc-13  Set  of  10  different,  with 

a  2nd  spelling  of  Kockrines, 
and  one  that  is  torn  in  half. 
Total  of  12  pieces.  Some 
locations  expressed  as  "miles 
above  or  below"  a  known  point 

50.00 

Rc-16  Wilbur  Crimmin,  steamer  name 
hand  written  5-00 

Rc-17  Wilbur  Crimmin,  steamer  name 
rubber  stamped  5*00 


POSTAGE:  Si  per  order.  To  Canada, 
S2  per  order. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


(CHICHAGOF,  AK)  Sing-Lee,  Good  for 
$5  in  trade.  35mm  brass.  Listed  in 
1918  and  1919  directories  as  Gen¬ 
eral  store  (the  only  store).  See 
also  page  3*  January,  1983  issue 
of  ATC&PN.  Letter  from  Alex  Pihl 
is  to  Mr.  Sing  Lee.  (submitted  by 


JUNEAU,  AK:  W.A.  Ferguson,  99 
Front  st.,  Good  for  12-J-0  in  trade. 
24mm  brass.  Related  to  B-12A. 
(submitted  by  Alan  Weinberg). 


KUKAK  BAY,  AK:  Hemrich  Packing  Co. 
Inc.,  Good  for  Si  in  trade  at  store 
or  office.  38mm  aluminum.  Counter- 
stamped  SPC  30.  (submitted  by  Lew 
Egnew) . 


NOME,  AK:  Board  of  Trade,  Good  for 
1 2i<z  in  trade.  Unlisted  type. 

23mm,  aluminum,  (submitted  by  Alan 
./einberg) . 


WHITEHORSE,  Y.T. :  Club  Cigar  Store 
good  for  6^0  in  trade.  Article  to 
follow  in  a  couple  of  months.  Ac¬ 
tual  rubbing  to  the  left,  sketch 
and  reverse  type  from  another  token 


» 


(FAIRBANKS,  AK):  Eagles,  #1037,  Good 
for  Si00  in  trade.  White  on  blue 
(light)  plastic.  38mm. 


/  Pinky 
&  jerry's 

First  &  Last 
Chance  Saloon 

Fox, 

Alaska 


FOX,  AK:  Pinky  &  Jerry* s  First  & 
Last  Chance  Saloon, Good  for  one 
drink.  Black  on  wood. 


ANCHORAGE,  AK:  Carnival  in  Rio, 
1979>  Emperor  V  Michael,  Empress 
VI  Gari.  Reverse-The  Great  Seal  of 
the  Empire  of  all  Alaska.  40mm 
aluminum.  What  the  heck  is  this? 
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Thumbing  through  the  Alaska  token  book  by  Ron  Benice  one  comes  to 
Tanana.  What  catches  the  eye  is  that  for  seven  tokens,  only  2  are 
illustrated.  This  leads  to  the  assumption  that  these  are  rare,  or 
at  least  scarce.  And  this  is  true.  Tanana  is  a  very  tough  town, 
even  for  the  one- from-a-lo cation  collector.  You  read  the  descriptions, 
and  there  is  nothing  outstanding  as  far  as  Alaska  tokens  go.  But 
Tanana  is  probably  unique  in  the  variety  that  is  truly  there. 

One  thing  that  does  get  noticed  is  that 
wierd  value  on  the  Yukon  Saloon  token 
(R-7A).  It  is  good  for  250.  Nothing 
unusal  about  that.  Or  it  is  good  for 
drinks  -  again  nothing  strange,  as  most 
Tanana  tokens  are  drink  tokens.  But 
DOG  SALMON!!  Can  any  one  come  up  with 
anything  stranger  on  a  saloon  token? 

Timothy* s  Place  (B-6A)  is  just  a  typical  brass 
token.  The  die  work  is  a  bit  unusual,  but 
nothing  outrageous.  It  j,s  also  one  of  the 
two  tokens  that  was  not  specifically  for  a 
drink. 


Nov/,  we  have  five  tokens  that  are  not  pictured.  Let*s  just  eliminate 
D.W.  Lewis  (B-3A)  as  it  is  a  general  usage  token  for  several  locations 
and  is  pictured  under  Yukokakat. 

The  Grand  (B-1A),  The  Headquarters  (B-2A),  and  the  Senate  (B-4A)  are 
all  good  for  one  drink  or  cigar.  All  are  aluminum.  But  the  similar- 


/-?  t  {feme*' 
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ities  end  here.  The  Grand  is  4-scalloped 
in  shape,  and  the  Senate  is  octagonal. 

The  Headquarters  is  round,  but  34mm  in  diameter.  A  bit  on  the  large 
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EDITORIAL 


1983  CORNER  BROOK,  NFLD .  TR^DE  $ 


AGHHHHH!  !  ! 


That  was  all  your  editor  could  say 
when  the  noose  was  slipped  over  his 
head  and  around  his  neck  by  an  angry 
lynch  mob  of  local  readers  the  day 
after  publication  of  the  June  issue 
of  ATC&PN.  As  some  of  you  noticed, 
there  were  a  couple  of  errors,  above 
and  bevond  the  usual  typos. 

It  was  news  to  a  few  that  the  Nordale 
Hotel  was  in  the  bar  block.  It  was 
on  2nd  ave,  but  on  the  other  side  of 
the  street  and  a  bit  east.  A  couple 
of  old  post  cards  reminded  us  of 
this  . 

And,  no,  you  did  not  miss  anything 
on  page  24.  The  items  that  Wil 
Courtney  salvaged  can  be  found  on 
page  32  of  this  issue.  We  had  it 
all  set  for  last  month,  but  failed 
to  get  ordering  information  from 
Will  before  he  left  town.  When  the 
article  was  pulled,  we  forgot  to 
white-out  the  reference  to  the  page 
in  the  editorial.  Fortunately,  we 
had  a  timely  replacement  from  Ralph 
Burry. 

Even  with  these  errors,  we  feel  that 
it  was  one  of  our  better  Issues.  We 
are  verv  pleased  with  this  issue  also 
and  Aucrust  should  be  a  good  one  too! 

Finally,  to 
the  left  is 
a  photo  of  a 
new  stamp  to 
be  issued  on 
Jan.  3.  1984. 
First  Day 
post  office 
is  to  be  Col¬ 
lege.  We  are 
cooking  up 
something  ap¬ 
propriate  for 
the  Jan.  1984 
issue ! 

All  for  this 
month. 


A  bottle  of  Newfoundland’s  famed 
"Screetch"  rum  against  an  outline 
map  of  the  island  of  Newfoundland 
is  depicted  on  the  1983  trade  dollar 
just  released  by  the  Corner  Brook 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  the  old 
days,  Screetch  (manufactured  in 
Newfoundland)  was  much  more  power¬ 
ful  a  drink  than  today  and  those 
that  drank  it  "screetched"  due  tc 
Its  potency  and  kick.  The  Newfle 
Bullet  train  engine  and  a  Newfound¬ 
land  dog  are  depicted  on  the  obverse. 

Sherritt  Mint  struck  25.000  speci¬ 
mens  in  nickel-bonded-steel.  Spe¬ 
cimens  are  available  at  $1.50  post¬ 
paid  from  Corner  Brook  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Box  475.  Herald  Tower, 
Corner  Brook,  NFLD,  Canada  A2H  6E6. 
Specimens  of  their  1981  and  1982 
trade  dollars  are  available  for  $1.25 
each  postpaid. 

-Jerry  Remick 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  permission. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

Subsctiption  rates,  per  calendar 
yeari  U.S.  &  Canada  $5*00  U.S. 

Elsewhere  $10.00  U.S. 

Back  issues  are  getting  low.  If  you 
want  to  fill  out  your  set  see  page 
32. 
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A  PRELIMINARY  LISTING  OF  YUKON 
PLACE  NAMES  IN  USE  OUTSIDE  OF 
THE  YUKON 


DAWSON 

U.S.A. 

Alabama 

Georgia 

Iowa 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

North  Dakota 

Nebraska 

Pennsylvania 

Texas 

West  Virginia 


ELSA 

U.S.A. 

Texas 


WHITEHORSE 

U.S.A. 

South  Dakota 

YUKON 

U.S.A. 

Florida 
Missouri 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
West  Virginia 

ref. i  Universal  Postal  Union 
Post  Office  Guide,  1971 

Submitted  by  Brian  J.  Denman 


FARO 

Argent ia 

Brasil 

Portugal 

GRAND  FORKS 
Canada 

British  Columbia 
U.S.A. 

North  Dakota 

KLONDIKE 

U.S.A. 

Texas 

KLONDYKE 

Great  Britain 

Cramllngton,  Northumberland 
U.S.A. 

Arizona 


MAYO 

Ireland 

Thailand 

Trinidad 

U.S.A. 

Florida 
Maryland 
South  Carolina 
Virginia 

SWIFT  RIVER 
J  amaica 


NEW  VARIETY  ON  CHECHAKO  TAVERN 


1 )  Small  stars-  points  are  oriented 
as  on  the  token 

2)  Long  dash  under  Chechako 

3)  Tavern  more  condensed 

4)  Anchorage  higher  and  closer  to 
Tavern 

3)  Toothed  border  with  seperate 
inside  ring  creating  a  very 
decorative  border,  unlike  any 
other  varieties. 

The  reverse  is  the  same  as  Benice 

III  (flat  2,  only  one  0  sign). 

The  drawing  is  enlarged  for  clarity. 

Rubbing  is  below. 


Submitted  by  Lew  Egnew 


GREATEST  GOLD  CAMP  ON  EARTH 


THE  PASTIME  BAR  TOKENS 


Dawson  would  have  been  a  very  busy 
crold  camp  on  July  4th,  1897.  as  we 
are  aware  that  a  boat  with  gold 
reached  the  west  coast  late  in  1897 
and  had  gold  from  these  diggings. 

It  may  well  have  been  the  greatest 
gold  camp  on  earth  at  that  time 
even  with  only  the  locals  from 
Alaska  and  Yukon  taking  part. 

As  for  the  date  of  July  4th;  this 
would  not  be  unusual  as  most  of  the 
B.C.  and  Yukon  mining  camps  at  that 
time  were  well  represented  with 
miners  and  camp  followers  from  the 
U.S. 


It  is  hard  to  see  how  any  medals 
could  have  been  made  and  delivered 
to  Dawson  by  July  4,  1897.  but  they 
may  have  been  ordered  and  arrived 
later.  Traffic  was  by  river  boat 
to  St.  Michael  then  by  steamer  to 
the  south  so  would  have  been  very 
slow  for  a  return  response  with 
the  struck  medals,  and  they  would 
have  taken  time  to  produce. 

The  medal  may  be  from  elsewhere  but 
does  seem  to  apply  to  Alaska  or 

Yukon.  We  know  that  the  Klondike 
was  the  big  one  but  at  that  time 
there  were  many  smaller  but  impor¬ 
tant  gold  strikes  made  in  Alaska, 
and  the  medal  may  have  been  issued 
prior  to  the  knowledge  of  the  rich¬ 
ness  of  the  Klondike  strike  becom¬ 
ing  public. 


-Leslie  C.  Hill 


With  the  destruction  of  the  bar 
block,  many  locations  of  former 
token  issuers  will  be  torn  down. 
Fortunately,  Wll  Courtney  has 
salvaged  a  set  of  5  plastic  tokens 
from  the  Pastime  Bar  before  they 
became  part  of  the  rubble. 


The  set  of  4  above  consists  of  a 
light  blue  and  a  black  75^  drink 
tokens,  a  light  blue  90£  drink 
token  and  a  red  $1.00  drink  token. 
All  have  white  lettering. 


Above  is  a  different  obverse  type, 
a  $1.00  drink  token,  white  on  black. 

The  above  tokens  are  available  from 
Wil  Courtney,  P.0.  Box  1370,  Fair¬ 
banks,  AK  99707*  Price  on  the  5 
piece  sets  is  $16.00  postpaid. 


(Ed.  notet  This  piece  appears  to  be 
struck  in  bronze  or  copper.  It  is 
unlface,  40mm.  It  is  holed  between 
Gold  and  Camp,  and  a  loop  appears  to 
have  worn  off  above  this  point.) 
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Back  issues  are  50 ^  each  or  $5  per 
year.  Complete  your  set  of  ATC&PN 
while  they  are  still  available. 


CHITINA,  AK  DANCE  HALL  MONEY 

Regarding  subject  $20  below,  Neil 
Finnesand  was  in  hills  during  this 
era,  1918,  but  concurs  with  J.  Ses- 
ky's  judgement  as  follows* 

Obvious  face  data  indicates  $20 
worth  of  token  money,  probable  use 
at  1898* rs  dance  in  1918  at  Pio¬ 
neers  Hall  (Library  -  now  Curley's 
Hotel  (abandoned) ,  in  Chitina,  some 
300  population  then) . 

You  paid  your  U.S.  $20,  received  $20 
token  here,  got  your  4  or  more 
dances  from  cute  Dance  Hall  Local 
Girl  Volunteers  who  donated  time  and 
turned  in  these  tokens  to  Red  Cross 
office.  This  in  turn  furnished  U.S, 
$20  worth  of  coffee/donuts/etc,, 
cheer  for  our  returning  Doughboys. 

Submitted  by  A1  Love. 

(Ed.  note:  If  our  memory  is  correct 
this  item  sold  at  auction  in  An¬ 
chorage  in  19 76  or  1977  for  about 
$625*  Quite  a  sum  for  those  days.) 

(Ed.  note.  A1  Love^  received  the 
above  information  from  a  collector 
in  Anchorage,  and  submitted  to 
ATC  &  PN). 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


t'ywKh  % 
I M  «)  v  i 
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HYDER,  AKi  Sea  Alaska  Inn,  Beer. 
Gold  on  blue  poker  chip,  40mm. 
(submitted  by  Brian  Denman) 


KETCHIKAN,  AK:  Ketchikan  Lodge 
#159  (Masonic).  75  Years,  August 
1982.  Blue  on  wood. 


THE  MONTE  CARLO  -  D.F.  SULLIVAN 
ATC&PN,  Feb.,  1983*  page  8.  A1  Wein¬ 
berg  reports  that  two  more  have 
turned  up  in  NM  and  AZ  hoards. 


' fsj O BlR  AUflPICEB  OF 
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AUGUST,  1983. 
THE  CLUB  CIGAR  STORE 
WHITEHORSE,  YUKON 


The  entire  obverse 


A  new  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Terri¬ 
tory  token  has  been  discovered  - 
the  Club  Cigar  Store.  I  do  not 
claim  to  be  the  discoverer, 
since  I  did  not  dig  it  out  of 
the  ground.  And  that  appears  to 
be  where  the  token  came  from, 
is  readable,  but  a  good  rubbing  is  not  possible. 
Therefore,  a  sketch  is  also  shown  (to  the  left). 
The  reverse  is  virtually  blank,  with  only  the  6 
and  1/  being  readable.  The  clear  illustration  is 
from  Les  Hill,s  book  on  British  Columbia  tokens, 
from  another  token  with  a  similar  reverse. 

This  beat  up  little  piece  of  brass  is  very  significant,  as  far  as 
tokens  go.  The  Yukon  was  a  land  where  quarters  were  the  small  change 
Legend  has  it  that  bartenders  refused  anything  smaller.  Prior  to  the 
discovery  of  this  token,  the  lowest  denomination  on  a  Yukon  token  was 
12^.  Two  5^  maverick  tokens  have  been  attributed  by  some  to  the 
Yukon,  and  this  find  may  lend  a  little  weight  to  these  attributions. 


The  Club  Cigar  Store  was  located  on  Front 
Street,  opposite  the  White  Pass  &  Yukon 
depot,  and  between  the  White  Horse  Hotel 
and  the  Hotel  Grand  (see  photo  above). 

The  first  ad  was  found  in  the  Whitehorse 
Semi-weekly  Star,  April  2,  1902.  At  that 
time  it  was  owned  by  Frank  Locasto. 

Besides  cigars  and  tobacco  items,  it  also 
featured  bath  rooms,  with  a  private  en¬ 
trance  for  ladies.  The  last  ad  with 

Frank  Locasto  as 
owner  is  found  in 
the  February  25 » 
1905  issue  of  the 
Daily  Evening  Star, 


THE  CLUB  ^ 
BATH  ROOMS 


Front  Street.  White  llor^e. 


Hot  and  Cold  Shower  Ballis 


(  lub  *  Ciflar  Store 


Fmiil  *!<>•  k  of  Cfftrt 
Frc»l>  C mndl0» 


I'n  v  ft  14.  .  litiMKi'f  Ini  l*i»  t  if  v .  hlft'HMt  ly  titte'l 
U|>  WilillHK  rnifll». 

THE  CLUB  CIGAR  STORE. 

I  nil  . . *  the  Im  «t 

Uomeilic  and  ImporleJ  Cigars,  lobacco,  Smokers'  Sundn 

FKA.N  K  !.*>•  ASIO,  I’rnpriethr. 


The  ad  offers,  in 

Frain  Eastern  Oysters 


Feb.  25,  1905 


addition  to  tobac- 


Aprll  2,  1902 

cos,  nuts,  candies,  fruits,  and  fresh  eastern 
oysters . 


The  next  issue  of  the  Dally  Evening  Star, 

(continued  on  page  36). 
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COOPER  LANDING -RUSS I AN  RIVER  FERRY 

On  a  trip  to  Homer  over  the  4th  of 
July  weekend,  we  stopped  at  Cooper 
Landing  to  see  the  Russian  River 
Ferry,  and  to  see  if  any  tokens 
were  still  available. 

The  current  owner,  Slim  Towne  pur¬ 
chased  the  Sportsmans  Lodge  and  the 
ferry  in  1977.  This  is  the  succes¬ 
sor  business  to  Hentons*  Lodge 
listed  under  Russian  River  (B-1A). 


Nr.  Towne  did  not  have  any  of  the 
first  issue  available  (B-T1A) .  We 
were  able  to  aquire  some  of  second 
issue  (B-T1B)  that  were  fire  damaged 
when  the  lodge  burned  in  1976.  Wer 
also  picked  up  the  unlisted  1977 
(B-T1C)  and  a  new  token  dated  1977 
but  issued  in  1982.  The  original 
1977  is  good  for  one  trip,  while 
the  new  1977  is  good  for  a  return 
trip.  This  new  token  should  be 
B-T1D . 


The  prices  are  as  follows* 

B-T1B,  second  issue,  fire  damaged 

6.00 

B-T1C ,  1977  issue  4.50 


B-T1C,  1982  issue  dated  1977  4.00 
Please  include  $1  postage  per  order. 
Orders  under  $10  will  be  sent  in  an 
SASE  if  you  send  one  at  your  risk. 


CHANNEL-PORT  AUX  BASQUES  1983  TRADE 
DOLLAR 


■  m 

1.  0  u1 


■-.yU  Gutf  >' 


The  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the 
town  of  Channel-Port  Aux  Basques, 
Newfoundland  has  released  their 
first  trade  dollar.  The  obverse 
shows  the  passenger  ship  the  S.S. 
Caribou  that  sailed  between  Channel- 
Port  Aux  Basques  and  Nova  Scotia. 

It  was  sunk  in  1942  by  a  German 
submarine  with  a  heavy  loss  of  life, 
mostly  Channel-Port  Aux  Basques 
residents.  The  town  emblem  appears 
on  the  reverse. 

Sherritt  Mint  struck  10,000  speci¬ 
mens  in  nickel-bonded-steel  on  33^m 
blanks.  Specimens  are  available 
at  $1.75  postpaid  from  Channel-Poxt 
Aux  Basques  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Attn.  Joseph  Jeans,  General  Delivery, 
Channel-Port  Aux  Basques,  Newfound¬ 
land,  Canada  A0M  ICO. 

-Jerry  Remick 

ED.  NOTE*  Jerry  advises  that  service 
is  slow  from  Yellowknife  on  their 
trade  dollar,  and  that  Jim  Quinn  can 
supply  them  for  $1.75  postpaid.  Jim 
can  also  supply  the  Channel-Port 
Aux  Basques  trade  dollar  at  $1.75* 
Address  Is  Jim  Quinn,  Box  291 »  New¬ 
castle,  New  Brunswick,  Canada  E1V 
3M4. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  -tolar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property 
of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  re¬ 
produced  without  their  permission. 
Editor-  Dick  Hanscora 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 


No  editorial  this  month.  Been  too 
hot  and  your  editor  fried  his  brain 
canoeing! 
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CLUB  CIGAR  STORE,  continued. 


February  27.  1905  has  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  sale  of  the 
Club  Ciirar  Store  to  Captain 
Peter  Martin.  Capt .  Martin 
will  "not  only  keep  the  store 
up  to  its  present  standard, 
but  will  add  to  and  improve 
it."  Captain  Martin's  first 
ad  appears  on  July  24,  1905. 
After  selling  the  store, 

Frank  Locasto  left  for  Fair¬ 
banks  . 


Club  Cigar  Store 

3  I  G  0CIG 

$  FRONT  3TRKET.  •*•  WHITEHORSE,  Y.  T. 

July  24,  1905 


Wo  are  constantly  receiving  shipments  of 


B 


I 


,gar 


G  l«^C 

See  that  you  Smoke  this  Fam 

CLUB  CI6AR  STORE.  AL6UIRE  A  HAINER 

November  18,  1905 
on  February  1,  1906. 


An  ad  and  article  of  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1905  finds  the 
store  sold  "lock,  stock, 
and  barrell"  to  Ben  Hainer 
and  Ransome  Alguire,  "well 
known  and  popular  young 
men  (they  are  not  so  young 
to  be  green)".  Hainer  and 
Alguire  planned  to  ad  fresh 
vegetables  to  their  product 
line.  Their  last  ad  appears 


At  some  time  between  the  ap- 
pearce  of  Hainer  and  Alguire* s 
last  ad,  and  Henry  Arp's  first 
ad  as  proprietor,  the  store 
apparently  changed  hands  again. 
Arp's  last  ad  appeared  on  De¬ 
cember  14,  1906,  and  is  fol¬ 
lowed  the  next  week,  December 
21 ,  1906  by  an  ad  with  Alguire 
and  Arp  as  proprietors.  And 
then  on  December  6,  1907.  not 
quite  a  year  later,  an  and 
shows  Ransome  Alquire  as 
proprietor . 


NO  MONKEY  BUSINESS. 


CIk  Club  c  tear  and  fruit  Store  § 


IS  OUT  FOR  TRADE. 


Popular  Brandt  of  Clgara  and  Tobacco.  pp  f  pjPjjj 


Froth  f  ruita  and  Candiaa  of  all  klnda. 


HENRY  ARP,  Proprietor 


December  14,  1906 


NO  MONKEY  BUSINESS. 


Cbe  Club  Cigar  and  fruit  Store 

IS  OUT  FOR  TRADE. 


Poaular  Brandt  of  Clgara  and  Tobaeeo.  DJ;  1 
Froth  Fruit*  and  Candiaa  of  all  klnda. 

ALGUIRE  &  ARP,  Proprietors. 


Coincidently ,  in  the  December  6, 
1907  issue  of  the  Weekly  Star 
Frank  Locasto  is  back  in  White¬ 
horse,  on  his  way  to  Juneau  to 
persue  his  trade  as  a  barber. 

The  last  ad  that  I  could  find  for 
the  Club  Cigar  Store  was  found 
in  the  October  29.  1909  issue 
of  the  Weekly  Star,  with  J.R. 
Alguire  still  the  proprietor. 


December  21 ,  1906 
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The  last  two  ads  to  accompany 
this  story  can  be  found  on  page 
37. 


CLUB  CIGAR  STORE,  concluded. 


NO  MONKEY  BUSINESS 


Che  Club  Cigar  and  fruit  Store 

IS  OUT  FOR  TRADE 


Popular  Brand*  of  Cigars  and  Tobacco.  ppiPfC  DjPljT 
Fresh  .fruits  and  Candles  of  all  hinds.  I  IliLLO  ll  1  * M 1  i  I 

RANSOME  ALGUIRE.  Proprietor 

. ■  v . — 


December  6,  1907 


Candy  and  Confectionery  Fresh  Fruit  at  all  Times 

CLUB  CIGAR  STORE 

FINE,  FRESH  STOCK  OF  CIGARS 
Tobacco  and  Smokers  Articles 

Goods  all  new  and  stock  complete  Bread  and  Caka 

Trout  Street,  Opposite  Depot  J .  R .  ALGUIRE,  Prop. 


This  question  remains »  which  of 
these  proprietors  or  combina¬ 
tion  of  proprietors  issued  this 
token?  I  tend  to  believe  that  it 
was  Frank  Locasto.  Both  he  and 
J.R.  Algulre  had  the  best  op¬ 
portunity  to  issue  it,  but  Al- 
guire  issued  another  token  as 
a  general  merchant,  and  the 
tokens  bear  no  similarity  to 
each  other* 


Who  issued  the  token  will  prob¬ 
ably  never  be  established,  but 
speculation  is  half  the  fun! 


October  29*  1909 


MORE  THAN  ONE  USE 


The  token  pictured  above  was  is¬ 
sued  by  Dan  Gaudlen  when  he  had 
the  barbershop  concession  on  Ft. 
Wainwright  and  Eielson  A.F.B. 

Mr.  Gaudlen  also  owned  the  Pio¬ 
neer  and  Chena  View  Hotels. 

Just  before  both  hotels  went  in¬ 
to  bankruptcy,  these  tokens  were 
given  to  cab  drivers  when  they 
brought  a  guest  to  the  hotels. 
They  were  good  for  a  drink  in  the 
hotel  bars. 


SCROUNGERS  ALERT 


POODLE  DOG 

BAKERY 

Goebel’*  old  rtsnd  on  First  street, 
nest  Pioneer  hotel. 

10  Bread  Tickets,  $1.00 

Cib.  Pid  tW  III  (lift  *  fin 

MjU!  AFB WUW>N  -  -  Proprietor 


Be  on  the  lookout  for  tickets  or 
chits  from  the  Poodle  Dog  Bakery* 
The  above  ad  is  from  the  October 
19*  1906  issue  of  the  Whitehorse 
Weekly  Star.  Boy,  talk  about  an 
inappropriate  name  in  the  Yukon! 
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S.M.  PEFFER ,  AKLAVIK ,  N.W.T. 


S.M.  Peffer  used  the  tokens  during 
the  1930's  and  1940 's,  the  store 
being  burned  down  in  1952.  Enqui¬ 
ries  to  Peffer  made  by  me  in  1947 
elicited  a  set  for  myself  and  an¬ 
other  for  the  B.C.  Archives. 

Later  enquiries  brought  forth  only 
a  blistered  500  token  as  the  stock 
was  lost  with  the  fire  and  this 
one  survived  in  the  ashes. 

This  is  one  of  Canada's  farthest 
north  tokens,  Aklavik  being  above 
the  arctic  circle.  The  Government 
of  Canad  established  their  admin¬ 
istrative  headquarters  at  a  new  site 
just  east  of  Aklavik,  which  they 
named  Inuvik.  As  a  result  of  this 
Aklavik  has  declined  in  activity 
and  population. 

A  $5-00  brass  token  is  reported  to 
have  been  used  by  Peffer  according 
to  Don  Stewart  in  his  check  list  of 
N.W.T.  Tokens  and  Medals,  however 
none  would  appear  to  have  survived 
in  collections  to  our  knowledge. 

-Leslie  C.  Hill 


N.3.A.  INC.  IS  ALWAYS  INTERESTED  IN 
BUYING.  PLEASE  KEEP  US  IN  MIND  WHEN 
IT  13  TIME  TO  SELL. 

WE  ARE  CURRENTLY  PAYING  TOP  PRICES 
FOR  YUKON  TOKENS. 


THE  WHITE  NAVY  SALOON  TOKENS  — 

A  DIFFERENT  OPINION 

The  June  1983  issue  of  ATCO  contained 
an  interesting  and  excellent  illus¬ 
trated  hlstroy  of  "The  White  Navy? 
a  business  establishment  in  Skagway, 
Alaska  in  1898.  Accompanying  this 
was  a  picture  of  a  "White  Navy  Sa¬ 
loon"  maverick  token  whLch  the 
author  attributed  to  this  establish¬ 
ment.  I  disagree  with  the  attribu¬ 
tion.  I  consider  it  unproven,  ten¬ 
uous  and  unlikely. 

First,  let's  examine  the  name.  On 
the  painted  wall  sign,  on  the  sign 
over  the  entrance,  and  in  the  news¬ 
paper  advert isment ,  the  name  invar¬ 
iably  appears  as  The  White  Navy.  In 
no  case  (even  within  the  advertise¬ 
ment)  is  there  any  mention  of  "sa¬ 
loon."  Now  compare  this  with  the 
tokens  White  Navy  Saloon.  Note  the 
absence  of  "the"  and  the  presence 
of  "saloon".  I  believe  that  one 
needs  a  better  match  to  attribute 
a  maverick. 

Second,  there  is  a  better  candidate 
for  attribution.  Whereas  the  Skag¬ 
way  business  operated  for  only  one 
year,  there  was  a  White  Navy  Saloon 
in  Seattle  that  operated  at  least 
from  1909  through  1915*  And  it  was 
called  a  saloon.  I  understand  that 
Washington  State  collectors  gener¬ 
ally  accept  the  50  and  100  White 
Navy  Saloon  tokens  as  being  from 
Seattle • 

-R.  J.  Benice 


PRICES  REALIZED-  BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
January  25-27 

Jake  Nafsted,  Tonsina  1A  $330.00 
J.W. Little,  Latouche  2A  264.00 

Copper  Block  Buffet,  Valdez  2A 

165.00 

Copper  Block  Buffet,  gold  nugget 
token  type  II,  Valdez  2C.II  825.00 

The  above  does  not  Include  the  10^ 
buyers  fee. 

-Ron  Benice 
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THE  BOSS  BAKERY  -  An  ENIGMA 

by 

Ralph  R.  Burry 
9359  Village  Way 
Sidney,  B.C.  Canada  V8L  4K8 


I  have  had  in  my  collection  for  a  number  of  years  a  BOSS  BAKERY/S. 
BAUR  token.  At  one  tine  I  thought  it  was  from  Boss,  Oklahoma.  I 
wrote  the  author  of  the  Oklahoma  token  book,  Lloyd  C.  Walker,  and 
I  believe  he  listed  this  token  on  the  strength  of  my  letter  or 
there  was  at  some  early  date  a  Boss  Bakery  in  Boss.  Going  through 
my  old  Yukon  directories  I  found  a  Boss  Bakery  in  the  city  of  Dawson, 
Yukon  Territory  but  I  could  not  find  an  S.  Baur. 

I  put  the  old  token  away  for  a  couple  of  years  but  I  always  had  a 
feeling  it  was  a  northern  token,  and  an  old  one  as  it  is  made  of 
German  silver  or  white  metal.  Just  a  month  or  so  ago  I  wrote  Dick 
Hanscom  in  Fairbanks  to  see  if  he  could  find  out  with  the  help  of 
microfilmed  newspapers  at  the  University  of  Alaska  if  an  S.  Baur 
was  ever  a  baker  in  the  Yukon  or  Alaska.  With  a  little  searching 
he  found  Stephen  Baur  who  ran  a  Boss  Bakery  in  Cordova,  Alaska,  but 
no  S.  Baur  in  Dawson.  Did  S.  Baur  have  a  bakery  in  Boss,  Oklahoma 
and  then  move  to  Cordova,  Alaska  and  bring  his  tokens  with  him? 

Did  Stephen  Baur  go  to  Dawson,  Y.T.  and  start  a  bakery  there?  It 
is  easy  to  find  a  home  f or  a  token  that  is  a  maverick  but  most  token 
collectors  want  to  find  out  for  sure.  This  is  how  I  found  out  that 
this  token  is  either  Boss,  Oklahoma  or  Cordova,  Alaska* 

1.  I  first  came  up  with  the  name  Boss  Bakery,  Dawson,  Y.T,  in 
the  1914  Canadian  Gazeteer  but  no  listing  of  S.  Baur 

2.  I  came  up  with  a  Stephen  Baur  in  Cordova,  Alaska  as  a  baker 
in  the  1911-12  and  the  1915-16  Polk  Directories.  Donald 
Stewart  of  Victoria  gave  me  this  information. 

3*  I  wrote  Dick  in  Fairbanks  and  he  found  an  S.  Baur  as  the 
baker  In  the  Boss  Bakery  in  Cordova. 

An  ad  from  the  Cordova  Daily  Alaskan 
is  at  the  right  to  verify  this. 

4.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  John  Humphreys  in  Cal¬ 
gary,  Albert  who  lives  near  the  Glen- 
bow  Foundation,  a  very  famous  museum 
with  a  large  library  of  old  director¬ 
ies.  John  wrote  that  there  was  a  1903 
Polk  and  there  wasn*t  any  Boss  Bakery 
listed  in  Alaska  or  the  Yukon.  The 
first  listing  of  the  Boss  Bakery  in 
Cordova,  Alaska  with  Stephen  Baur  was 
in  the  19H-12  Polk  and  it  was  also 
in  the  1915-16  Polk.  Under  Dawson  in 
both  directories  there  is  listed  Boss 
Bakery  and  Grocery  Store  and  the  ad¬ 
dress  was  521  Craig  St.,  Dawson.  The 

(continued  on  page  40) 
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BOSS  BAKERY 
and  Coffee  House 

K.  It  %  I'll.  Proprietor 

Fresh  Bread  Every  Day 
Cakes,  Dies  and 
Candies 
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December  19»  1911 

South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

When  was  the  last  time  a  bank  did 
you  any  favors?  This  Is  my.,  ques- 
tlort  when  a  customer  comes  In 
wanting  to  buy  gold  or  silver, 
after  going  to  a  local  bank  and  be¬ 
ing  informed  about  the  amount  of 
information  the  bank  wants.  And 
I  have  friends  who  have  been  raked 
over  the  coals  by  one  bank  in  town 
when  trying  to  tret  house  loans. 

So  it  was  a  pleasure  to  talk  to  the 
folks  at  the  Canadian  Imperial  Bank 
of  Commerce  today.  The  people  in 
the  Dawson  branch  could  not  have 
bee^  more  polite  or  more  helpful. 

When  the  person  I  was  talking  to 
could  not  comment  on  the  banks  policy 
about  circulating  the  notes,  I  was 
transfered  to  some  one  who  could. 

No  long  holds.  Just  a  time  lag  one 
would  expect  if  the  person  at  the 
next  desk  picked  up  the  phone.  And 
I  was  transfered  a  second  time, 
again  with  no  delay.  This  time  I 
talked  with  the  branch  manager, 

Mr.  Barry  Dewar.  Again  I  was  treated 
very  courteously. 

Our  thanks  to  the  Canadian  Imperial 
Bank  of  Canada.  And  if  you  are  won¬ 
dering  what  this  is  all  about,  see 
page  41 . 

The  reason  for  the  overprinting  the 
notes  is  that  Canada's  version  of 
the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  has  proposed  clean  water 
standards  for  placer  mining  oper¬ 
ations  that  would  in  all  probablity 
shut  down  the  industry.  TheYukon 
Placer  Miners  Survival  Committe  is 
fighting  the  standards. 


1983  NEWFOUNDLAND  MEDALLION  HONORS 

CHURCH 

A  1983  medallion  has  been  issued  to 
mark  the  150th  anniversary  of  Holy 
Trinity  Catholic  Church  of  Port 
Union  Parish  in  Newfoundland.  The 
Church  is  depicted  on  one  side  and 
a  chalice  on  the  other  side. 

Sherritt  Mint  struck  3»000  specimens 
on  33mm  nickel-bonded-steel  blanks 
and  51  in  .999  fine  silver.  Speci¬ 
mens  are  available  post  paid  at 
$1.75  US  in  N-B-S  and  at  #20  in 
silver  from  Father  E.T.  Bromley, 

Box  68,  Port  Union,  Newfoundland, 
Canada  AOC  2 JO. 


Jerry  Remick 


ANOTHER  KLONDIKE  MAVERICK 


This  27mm,  brass  token  appears  to 
be  from  the  same  manufacturer  as  the 
Dawson  City  Opera  House  and  several 
Alaskan  tokens.  But,  alas,  this 
manufacturer  was  very  popular  as 
there  are  also  tokens  from  Texas 
with  borders  like  on  this  one. 


In  crereral ,  the  standards  allow 
only  100  mff/1  of  suspended  solids 
in  the  water.  The  Y.P.M.S.C.  feels 
there  is  no  way  to  meet  this  re¬ 
quirement.  The  Dawson  area  will  be 
allowed  1000  rag/1  of  suspended  sol¬ 
ids,  and  the  Y.P.M.S.C.  says  it  will 
be  difficult  to  meet  this. 

The  env 1 ronmen tali s t s  have  struck 
a^aln!  We  ur^e  support  of  the 
placer  miners. 


Any  ideas  where  this  is  from? 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  consent. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 
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BOSS  BAKERY,  cont. 


LENS  UNLIMITED  PHOTO-DOLLAitS ,  1984 


owner  was  Jos.  D.  Gadoua. 

So  at  last  I  have  a  name  for  the 
Boss  Bakery  in  Dawson,  Y.T.  I  am 
nearly  convinced  that  the  token  in 
my  maverick  box  is  a  token  from 
Cordova,  Alaska,  as  I’m  almost 
certain  that  the  token  listed  in 
the  Oklahoma  token  book  was  listed 
on  my  asking  the  question. 


A  NEW  MAVERICK  TOKEN 


The  token  above  was  dug  up  in  the 
Olnes  area  (15  road  miles  from 
Fairbanks).  A  reported  hoard  of 
50  of  these  were  found.  Also 
dug  up  with  these  tokens  were  a 
couple  of  The  Electric  50  cent 
tokens  from  Ketchikan  and  one  S&P 
Pack  Train  5^  token. 

Being  found  with  tokens  from  south¬ 
east  Alaska  leads  one  to  believe 
that  it  is  probably  from  that  area. 
The  name  also  suggests  this.  But 
as  for  pinpointing  the  place  of 
origin,  this  is  not  likely. 

Was  there  a  business  known  as  the 
Electric  in  Skagway,  about  1907 
when  the  Pack  Train  was  run  by 
Shea  and  Patten?  Was  there  also  a 
business  known  as  Totem? 

Just  some  food  for  thought.  Get 
those  dirctories  out! 


We  did  purchase  about  10  of  these 
(the  finder  has  lost  the  others, 
temporarily,  we  hope).  See  our 
short  pricelist  on  the  last  page 
of  this  issue. 


This  47mm,  antiqued  white  metal 
token  is  good  for  $2.50  in  trade. 
Although  it  is  dated  1984,  they  are 
now  available  from  Stu  Rothman, 

921  Woodway,  Fairbanks,  AK  99701 
for  $2  plus  an  SA3E  with  37/  postage. 
This  is  a  heavy  piece,  so  no  mul¬ 
tiples  in  the  same  SASE.  Each  token 
ordered  must  be  mailed  in  its  own 
SASE. 


FINE  TOKENS  FROM  YUKON  INFANTRY 
FORCE 

(From  the  Dawson  Daily  News  12/22/16) 

Among  the  tokens  received  on  the  mail 
yesterday  were  souvenirs  from  Captain' 
and  Mrs.  George  Black  in  the  form  of 
bronze  goldpans  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  wide,  and  containing  a  nugget  at 
the  bottom,  with  the  words  across  the 
front  of  the  pan,  "Yukon,.  Canada." 
They  have  a  clasp  at  the  back,  and 
are  worn  by  officers  and  men  of  the 
Yukon  Infantry  Company  as  distin¬ 
guishing  insignia.  Each  regent  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  Empire  and  a 
few  others  prominent  in  promoting  the 
patriotic  cause  received  the  tokens. 
Word  also  was  sent  that  soon  a  large 
number  of  them  will  arrive  in  Dawson, 
and  will  be  offered  to  the  public  to 
help  swell  the  patriotic  fund. 

(Ed.  Note*  Has  anyone  ever  seen  one 
of  these?  Did  this  help  to  solve  a 
mystery  as  to  an  item  in  your  collec¬ 
tion?  ) 


YUKON  TOKENS  WANTED.  CONTACT  NS A. 
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SPECIMEN 


SPECIMEN 

- 


YUKON  "PLACER  GOLD  MINING  BUCKS" 

These  were  first  reported  in  the 
June  17»  1983  issue  of  the  Yukon 
News,  published  in  Whitehorse. 

According  to  the  article,  these 
were  released  to  circulation  on 
June  16,  a  week  ahead  of  schedule 
by  over-eager  miners  in  Dawson. 

The  overprint  was  instigated  by 
the  Yukon  Placer  Miners  Survival 
Committee.  Mike  Laforet,  a  member 
of  the  YPMSC  calls  it  an  advertising 
coup.  "It’s  so  simrle  and  the  bene¬ 
fits  are  maximum." 

In  a  phone  conversation  August  25 
with  Barry  Dewar,  the  manager  of  the 
Dawson  branch  of  the  Canadian  Imper¬ 
ial  Bank  of  Commerce  we  learned  that 
only  a  small  percentage  of  notes  are 
being  overprinted.  Mr.  Dewar  ex¬ 
plained  that  while  it  is  illegal  to 
deface  Canadian  currency,  the  banks 
have  chosen  to  Ignore  the  notes 
(thus  leavlnv  them  in  circulation). 
Much  of  the  banking  business  in  the 
Yukon  is  based  on  the  mining  economy 
and  to  not  circulate  them  would  up¬ 
set  a  lerge  portion  of  the  popular 
tlon. 

Mr.  Dewar  also  said  that  circulating 


the  notes  has  not  created  any  prob¬ 
lems.  A  German  tourist  did  question 
the  legitimacy  of  the  note  (was  it 
a  counterfeit)  and  an  environmental¬ 
ist  refused  to  have  anything’ to  do 
with  the  notes. 

According  to  the  Canadian  Imperial 
Bank  of  Commerce  in  Dawson,  all  de¬ 
nominations  of  notes,  from  $1  to 
$100  have  been  overprinted. 

We  are  awaiting  a  shipment  of  notes, 
which  should  be  here  by  the  time  you 
receive  this  newsletter.  Prices  are 
as  follows* 


$1.00  note - $2.00 

$2.00  note - $3*50 

$5.00  note - $8.00 

$10.00  note - $15.00 

$20.00  note - $25.00 


Please  include  $1  per  order  for  post 
age  and  insurance.  Canadian  orders 
sent  at  your  risk  unless  $2  per  or¬ 
der  is  enclosed.  Must  be  sent  by 
registered  mail. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  over¬ 
prints  were  applied  to  circulated 
notes,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  notes  that  we  are  waiting  for 
will  be  crisp.  Orders  will  be  ser¬ 
viced  as  received. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


MINI-PRICELIST  5D. 
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FORT  DAVIS t  Post  Exchange,  100 
in  trade,  27mra  scalloped  brass 
(submitted  by  Virginia  King) 


JUNEAU*  Juneau  Buffet,  waiters 
check,  50,  100,  500.  Only  50  is 
listed.  25mro,  20mm,  and 
respectively.  All  aluminum 
(submitted  by  A1  Love) 


KATALLAi  Robt .  Ashland,  12^0  in 
trade,  copper  square,  25mm.  Listed, 


trade,  31mm  octagonal  aluminum  with 
N  cut  out. 


KODxAKj  Community  Unity,  1974. 
Kodiak  Crab  Festival.  3^rom  brass. 


ANCHORAGE 

7 26.  The  Canteen  Bar,  12^0,  B-9A 
original,  not  restrike  100.00 

727.  Cheechako  Tavern,  12^0.  un¬ 

listed  variety,  see  ATC  July, 
1983.  25.00 


FAIRBANKS 

728.  Nevada  Bar,  50  B-28A 


30.00 
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JUNEAU 

729.  Occidental  Hotel,  1240,  B-50A 

30.00 

KETCHIKAN 

730.  Abercrombie  * s ,  20  B-1A  15.00 
NENANA 

731*  Alfred  P.J.  Ghezzi,  250» 

B-2AII  15.00 

NOME 

732.  New  Lincoln  Bar  500  B-33A 

25.00 

SEWARD 

733*  Northern,  native  copper  1240. 

B-6BII  50.00 

734.  Seward  Bar,  1240  B-11A  50.00 

MAVERICK 

735*  Totem,,  Good  for  1240  in  trade, 
22mm  brass.  Dug  and  burned 

10.00 

3rd  DIVISION,  TERR.  OF  ALASKA 
738.  Encased  Cent,  1946,  J.C. 

Morris  for  Representative, 
Republican  25*00 

VALDEZ 

737*  FOE  Aerie  1971#  Purchase  Cent. 
1967#  set  of  2  brass  and  bronze 
40mm.  Obv.  is  miner,  sea,  dog 
team.  Rev.  is  map  of  new  city, 
richter  scale.  #*d,  bronze 
only.  35*00 

Checks  payable  to  NSA,  Inc,  please. 
Include  #1  per  order  for  postage 
and  insurance. 


NSA  IS  ALWAYS  INTERESTED  IN  BUYING 
ALASKAN  AND  YUKON  MATERIAL.  PLEASE 
WRITE. 
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E  =alier  this  month  we  were  offered  a  set  of  Chatanika  Bingle  Fritz 
tokens,  25^#.  50^  and  $1.00  (B-l,  A,  B  and  C).  When  we  called  the 
owner,  we  were  asked,  basicly,  how  many  do  you  want?  While  we  could 
not  get  him  to  reveal  the  number  of  sets  available,  we  were  able  to 
get  him  to  commit  to  having  4  sets. 

We  have  seen  a  set,  and  they  are  not  the  dreaded  "brilliant  uncirc¬ 
ulated".  They  are  nice,  circulated  tokens,  the  $1.00  having  some 
original  luster. 

We  have  the  feeling  that  this  is  a  substantial  hoard.  At  his  asking 
price  of  $600,  we  will  not  be  stocking  these. 


SEPTEMBER  20,  1983. 
EXTRA  EXTRA 


extra  EXTRA 

BINGLE  FRITZ 
HOARD  TOKEN 


VOLUME  V,  NUMBER  9  EXTRA. 
EXTRA  EXTRA  EXTRA 


CHATANIKA 
NOW  A 


But,  if  you  want  a  set,  we  will  handle  orders  on  a  special  order  basis. 
Our  price  will  be  $650,00.  Your  check  will  not  be  cashed  until  we 
confirm  that  there  is  a  set  available  for  you.  The  set  will  be  sent  to 
us  end  forwarded  to  you.  Delivery  time  should  be  2  to  3  weeks. 

Since  this  is  a  special  order,,  all  sales  are  final.  No  exchanges  or 
refunds.  If  a  set  is  not  available,  your  check  will  be  returned. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  there  are  an  unknown  quantity  of  these  sets 
available.  With  all  the  unknowns,  if  you  would  still  like  a  set, 
please  use  the  order  blank  below. 


Please  send  me  one  set  of  the  Chantanika  Bingle  Fritz  tokens.  I  have 
enclosed  payment  of  $650. 


NAME  _  ADDRESS  _ 

CITY  _  STATE  OR  PROV. _ ZIP 


South  of  50° 


North  of  60° 
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VOLUME  V,  NUMBER  10. 


THE  JUNEAU  BUFFET  WASN’T  IN  JUNEAU 
Ronald  J.  Benlce 
25  Stewart  Place 
Mount  Klsco ,  NY  10549 


OCTOBER,  1983. 


The  warnings  in  the  introduction  to  ray  book,  "Alaska  Tokens,"  about 
attributing  mavericks  without  city  and  state  on  them  and  about  ad¬ 
ditional  discoveries  turning  rare  tokens  into  common  tokens  struck 
home  recently.  Additional  information  has  been  uncovered  about  the 
5^  aluminum  Juneau  Buffet  tokens  listed  as  29A  and  their  unlisted 
companions  (illustrated  above). 

The  5^  token  was  listed  in  the  catalog  based  on  its  presence  in 
several  major  Alaskan  collections,  including  that  of  a  significant 
collector  and  researcher  still  resident  in  Juneau.  Unfortunately, 

I  was  not  deterred  by  the  fact  that  it  was  one  of  very  few  tokens 
for  which  I  came  up  with  no  historical  information  in  my  research. 

The  listing  drew  no  comments  until  Stephen  Alpert’s  July,  1983 
auction  catalog  had  all  three  denominations  as  one  lot  and  asked, 
"Could  these  maybe  be  from  Wisconsin?"  Then  he  referred  to  the  next 
lot  which  was  a  token  from  the  Old  Juneau  Tavern,  123  West  Juneau 
Avenue  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  I  reached  for  my  1967  edition  of 
Gerald  Johnson’s  "Trade  Tokens  of  Wisconsin."  I  found  the  Old  Juneau 
Tavern  and  a  Juneau  Hotel  in  Milwaukee  plus  another  Juneau  Hotel  in 
nearby  Juneau,  Wisconsin  —  but  no  Juneau  Buffet. 

So  I  called  Mr.  Johnson.  He  verified  that  the  Juneau  Buffet  had 
Indeed  been  in  Milwaukee  and  that  the  tokens  had  been  found  in  large 
quantities  in  a  local  dump.  Through  him  I  was  able  to  obtain  the  set 
pictured.  They  are  listed  in  his  1977  supplement  as  Milwaukee  S-97, 

98  and  99 •  Based  on  our  conversations  and  the  listings  he  sent,  I  am 
convinced  that  they  are  not  Alaskan  but  are  from  Wisconsin. 

Incldently,  Wisconsin  also  claims  the  Junueau  Hotel  Cafe  Co.,  33A. 

This  token  is  scarce  in  Wisconsin  as  in  Alaska  and  there  are  directory 
listings  and  good  "pedigrees"  to  support  both  attributions,  *le  may  be 
abel  to  resolve  this  in  the  future,  but  for  now  the  only  sure  thing 
is  that  it  is  R7 1  not  R8.  The  other  Juneau  Hotel  listings  in  my  book 
are  Alaskan  since  they  have  either  the  state  name  or  an  owner'b  name 
on  them.  The  other  Juneau  listings  in  the  Wisconsin  book  are  Wisconsin 
since  they  have  street  addresses  or  the  state  name  on  them. 


Listed,  not  illustrated.  Nome,  Board  of 
Trade,  5^»  21mm  brass.  (B-8A).  Submitted 
by  Ken  Seachman. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


BOOK  REVIEW 


EDITORIAL 

This  Is  not  an  Issue  I  qra  overly 
rl^ased  wi^h.  The  lnformqtlon  Is 
*ood ,  but  only  covers  three  pages. 
Whet  It  bolls  down  to  Is  that  more 
contributions  of  articles  Is  needed. 

As  It  stqnds  now,  the  next  few 
months  will  have  l°ad  articles  on 
ba^klncr  in  Dawson,  Yukon  notes,  and 
the  Steamer  Susie.  All  Yukon. 
Nothing  wrong  with  that,  but  we 
need  some  variety. 

Your  editor’s  interest  is  Yukon. 

So  whatever  research  I  do  will  be 
in  that  area.  My  confession  is 
that  I  have  hit  a  dry  spell  as  far 
as  research  goes.  I  have  a  few 
things  to  check  out  for  friends, 
but  nothing  has  grabbed  my  interest 
since  the  Club  Cigar  Store  story. 

We  need  more  Alaska,.  Northwest  Terr., 
and  other  polar  area  stories.  I  can 
help  on  the  Alaskan  by  checking  the 
old  newspapers.  Would  be  happy  to 
if  you  can  give  me  a  time  frame  of 
a  couple  of  years.  That  Is  how  I 
helped  Ralph  Burry  on  the  Boss 
Bakery  niece.  If  you  have  a  good 
idea  for  an  article,  and  can  use 
a  little  research  help,  let  me  know. 

I  won't  snend  forever  on  it,  but 
will  put  in  an  hour  or  two. 

So  how  about  an  article? 


BACK  ISSUES  * 

Back  issues  are  available  for  $5  per 
y°ar t  1979.  1980,  1981,  and  1982. 
Single  issues  are  50^  each,  except 
for  1979.  which  are  75^  each  (only  8 
issues ) . 

If  you  need  to  fill  in,  do  it  now. 

As  of  Jan.  1,  1984,  we  will  be 
sel  liner  only  complete  year  sets. 


SUBSCRIPTION  RATES*  Per  Calendar 
year*  U.  .  &  Canada  $5*00 

Elsewhere  $10.00 


THE  CURRENCY  AND  MEDALS  OF  NEWFOUND¬ 
LAND  by  Rowe,  Haxby,  and  Graham. 
Published  on  behalf  of  the  J.  Doug¬ 
las  Ferguson  Historical  Research 
Foundation  by  the  Numismatic  Edu¬ 
cation  Society  of  Canada,  P.0.  Box 
704,  Station  MB" ,  Willowdale,  Ont . 
Canada  M2K  2P9.  1983. 

Just  received  this  fine  book  and 
throughly  enjoyed  it.  If  you  are 
looking  for  a  price  listing,  this  is 
not  for  you.  But  if  you  want  the 
historical  background  to  the  prom- 
issary  notes,  tokens,  banknotes, 
and  coinage,,  this  is  the  book  for 
you. 

The  first  chapter  covers  the  history 
of  Newfoundland,  including  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  aspects,  such  as  foreign 
coins  used  in  Newfoundland  and 
counterstamps.  Merchant  tokens  are 
in  chapter  2,  along  with  note  and 
scrip  issues.  Chapter  3  examines 
the  banks  and  bank  notes,  and  chap¬ 
ter  4  looks  at  the  government  notes. 

Chapter  5  is  an  indepth  study  of 
the  coinage  of  Newfoundland.  The 
die  varieties  and  numbers  issued 
are  examined,  and  the  circumstances 
of  all  issues  are  explored. 

The  final  chapter  is  a  catalog  of 
the  medals  of  Newf oundland .  The 
topics  covered  are  commemorative, 
athletic,  temperance,  religious, 
and  educational. 

The  book  is  described  as  Volume  I 
in  the  Canadian  Numismatic  History 
Series.  Can  honestly  say  that  we 
are  looking  forward  to  future  vol¬ 
umes  • 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  permission. 
Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 

Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 


45 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


PLATINUM,  ALASKA  1940. 


POLAR  BAR 
ONE  DRINK  • 

BEV  &  STAN 

anchorage 

ALASKA 


ANCHORAGE*  Polar  Bar,  Bev  &  Stan, 
one  drink  rain  check.  Black  on  white 
plastic,  with  hole.  31*™ 


EAGLE*  J  <Sc  B  Cigar  Store,  25^  in 
trade.  Believe  this  was  square  with 
rounded  edges,  but  has  been  clipped 
to  maltese  cross  shape.  Alum  26mm 


MAVERICK*  Good  in  Trade  at  Solly’s, 
25^.  Alum.,  26mm.  Found  in  Fairbanks 
with  the  above  token.  Attempt  has 
been  made  to  clip  this  token  to  a 
similar  shape.  It  is  counterstamped 
on  both  sides  "L  S", 


SKAGWAY*  The  Brass  Fic,  Box  513. 
Skagway,  AK  99840.  Klondike  Gold- 
rush  N.H.P,  Chilkoot  Pass  1898. 
Gold  anodized  alum.  311™’ 

GLENNALLAN*  Cracker  Barrel  Store, 
wooden  nickel,  black  on  wood.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  next  column. 


(From  U.S.  Dept,  of  Interior,  Geol. 
Survey  Bulletin  918*  The  Goodnews 
Platinum  Deposits,  Alaska.) 

The  only  permanent  settlement  and 
post  office  in  the  area  shown  on 
plate  1  is  the  town  of  Platinum,  on 
the  southeast  end  of  the  South  Spit 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Smalls  River. 

This  town  was  founded  in  the  fall  of 
1933.  at  which  time  a  general  store 
was  built  by  the  Alaska  Traders,,  Inc. 
Prior  to  that  time,  the  settlement 
of  Goodnews  Bay,  on  the  north  shore 
of  the  Goodnews  River,  had  been  the 
only  settlement  and  commercial  dis¬ 
tributary  point  for  the  Goodnews  Bay 
district.  At  present  the  town  of 
Flatinum  consists  of  two  stores,  one 
roadhouse,  and  about  a  dozen  cabins 
and  tents,  so  that  the  permanent 
white  population  can  scarcely  exceed 
50  people. 

Two  semipermanent  settlements  are 
located  in  the  valley  of  the  Salmon 
River  on  Platinum  and  Clara  Creeks. 
These  are  the  mining  camps  respec¬ 
tively  of  the  Goodnews  Bay  Mining  Co. 
and  of  the  Clara  Creek  Mining  Co., 
which  together  probably  aggregate 
80  persons  during  the  summer  but  are 
practically  deserted  in  winter. 


The  above  book  is  available  for 
$12.00  postpaid.  Only  one  copy 
available . 

*e  have  other  Geol.  Sur.  Bulletins. 
Will  skim  for  information  of  inter¬ 
est  to  token  collectors. 
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NOVEMBER,  1983. 


BANKERS  RACE  FOR  THE  GOLD 

by 

M.G.  MacKay 

Reprinted  with  permission, 

Canadian  Paper  Money  Journal 
January,  1981 

In  July  of  1897»  the  steamship  "Excelsior**  docked  at  San  Francisco 
laden  with  crold  from  the  Klondike  and  news  of  the  world*  s  greatest 
gold  rush  spread  like  wildfire  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  Banking 
history  was  made  the  following  year  when  two  banks,  The  Canadian 
Bank  of  Commerce  and  the  Bank  of  British  North  America  raced  1,500 
miles  from  Vancouver  to  Dawson  City,  Yukon  to  establish  the  first 
branch  bank  in  the  heart  of  the  goldfields. 

The  spring  of  I898  say  two  teams  of  bankers  sail  from  Vancouver  to 
Skacwav,  Alaska,  trek  overland  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Yukon  River 
and  sail  down  the  600  miles  to  Dawson.  Each  group  was  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  other  and  this  added  stimulus  sparked  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  of  the  bankers  as  they  journeyed  toward  their  goal. 

BBNA  -  A  HEAD  STARTs  The  Bank  of  British  North  America's  David  Doig, 
a  sub-manager  from  Vancouver;  two  clerks,  E.O.  Finlayson  and  J.F,  Stow 
and  three  others  set  off  on  their  expedition  from  Vancouver  on  April 
1,  I898  with  stationery,  supplies  and  banking  funds  which  totalled 
$202,000. 


Arriving  at  Skagway  five  days  later  (by  steamer),  they  discovered  that 
the  notorious  "Soapy"  Smith  was  virtually  in  control  of  that  Alaskan 
town.  Doig  recounted  in  his  report,  "Smith  had  control  over  a  gang  of 
thieves  and  nurderers,  numbering  several  hundreds  Robberies  committed 
in  open  daylight  went  unpunished  and  though  many  murders  took  place, 
there  w°re  no  convictions.  Quite  close  to  the  hotel  at  which  we  put 
up,  and  while  we  were  there,  a  man  was  shot  dead.  No  arrest  was  made? 

Of  special  importance  was  the  protection  of  the  cash  and  it  was  en¬ 
trusted  to  the  relative  safety  of  a  log  cabin  occupied  by  Inspector 
Wood  of  the  North  West  Mounted  Police.  One  night  a  bullet  thudded 
into  the  cabin.  Inspector  Wood  and  Doig,  sleeping  near  the  currency, 
woke  up  thinking  that  they  were  about  to  be  held  up.  But  it  proved 
to  be  o^lv  a  stray  bullet  from  a  gun  duel  being  fought  outside. 

Unwilling  to  tempt  fate  any  lonerer,  the  bank  party  started  up  the 
Skagway  Trail  to  Bennett  the  next  evening.  They  had  arranged  to  go 
over  the  Dyea  Trail  through  the  Chilkoot  Pass  but  on  reaching  Skagway 
learned  that  on  the  previous  day,  a  slide  had  occurred  there  burying 
some  100  people  alive.  They  decided  to  take  the  alternate  route 
through  White  Pass.  Doig  remained  behind  to  divert  attention,  in  case 
"Soapy"  Smith  had  any  ideas  about  robbery.  He  rejoined  his  party  at 
the  summit  of  ^hlte  Pass,  and  they  reached  Bennett  -  some  40  miles 
from  Skagway  -  late  on  April  10th. 


North  of  60° 


(Continued  on  page  49) 
—  South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


TOTEM  FEEDBACK 


Before  I  forget  again  this  month, 
please  number  the  extra  edition 
as  page  43. 

It  is  time  to  start  to  think  about 
Volume  VI  of  ATC&PN,  the  1984  issues. 
I  think  that  I  will  cut  back  to  only 
10  Issues  per  year,  but  try  to  keep 
the  number  of  pages  the  same.  That 
would  be  between  50  and  60  pages. 
February  seems  to  be  a  bad  month  for 
getting  it  our  in  time,  so  that  is 
one  month  that  I  will  skip.  The 
other  month  is  not  set  at  this  time. 
Will  probably  be  when  I  get  busy  with 
other  things,  or  when  I  do  not  have 
enough  material. 

This  does  not  mean  that  if  I  get  some 
timely  Information  that  it  will  have 
to  wait.  This  will  go  out  like  the 
Extra  edition  for  the  Chatanika 
tokens . 

Most  of  you  realize  that  this  is  not 
a  profit  making  venture.  I  do  it 
because  I  enjoy  it,  and  I  think  that 
it  helps  to  keep  interest  alive  be¬ 
tween  my  very  infrequent  price  lists. 
So  I  hope  that  this  concession  to 
your  editor  will  not  upset  many  of 
you . 


In  the  September  issue  we  featured 
a  maverick  token  found  in  the  Olnes 
area.  This  was  the  12?0  Totem 
piece.  A  few  have  written  with 
their  speculations. 

Will  Posthumus  suggests  the  obvious 
(which  your  editor  overlooked). 

Since  it  was  found  with  the  Electric 
which  is  attributed  to  Ketchikan, 
why  not  f or  a  business  on  Totem  Way 
(see  Hop  Wo,.  B-14) 

Lew  Egnew  sent  in  a  rubbing  of  a 
Totem  token  from  the  Forrest  Dunham 
collection  that  has 
not  been  pinned  down. 

It  is  brass  with  a  T 
cut  out.  Lew  also 
says  a  Totem  token  of 
a  different  type  is 
known  from  Tacoma,  WA. 

Les  Hill  requested  a  token,  on  the 
"remote  possiblity  that  it  may  be 
from  the  Yukon  or  northern  B.C.  A 
Totem  Mfg.  Co.  was  in  Calgary  from 
1914  to  1923  and  they  made  a  goodly 
number  of  tokens  for  use  locally, 
and  it  .just  might  be  possible  they 
made  these  tokens  for  use  by  some¬ 
one  in  Whitehorse,  Atlln,  Carcross, 
etc . " 


Finally,  this  plan  is  not  engraved  in 
stone.  If  there  is  an  over-abundence 
of  material  to  print,  you  will  get 
12  Issues.  This  year  I  have  only  had 
to  do  3  articles.  If  I  have  12  arti¬ 
cles  in  had  and  ready  to  type,  then 
I  can  put  out  12  issues,  without  toe 
much  effort. 

So  it  is  all  up  to  you.  Bribe  me  to 
put  out  12  issues.  The  Canadians  on 
our  mailing  list  have  been  doing  an 
outstanding  job.  How  about  something 
from  you  Alaskans  and  Lower-48ers. 

Also,  if  you  are  interested  in  con¬ 
signing  to  a  mailbid  auction  that 
goes  to  about  80  hardcore  AK  collec¬ 
tors,  please  write. 


All  good  speculations.  While  some 
dislike  mavericks  and  ignore  them  as 
best  they  can,  I  tend  to  think  they 
are  the  most  fun. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  permission. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 
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BANKERS  RACE  FOR  GOLD,  cont. 


Here  they  had  to  wait  16  days  for 
their  baggage  and  other  supplies, 
including  canoes,  to  catch  up  with 
them.  It  was  during  this  wait  that 
they  learned  that  The  Canadian  Bank 
of  Commerce's  party  had  arrived  in 
Skagway . 

CBC  -  Close  Behind 

There  were  six  members  in  The  Bank 
of  Commerce  party  as  well*  H.T. 
Wills,  manager;  Thomas  McMullen, 
assistant  manager;  Percy  C.  Steven¬ 
son  and  Charles  G.K.  Nourse,  clerks 
a^d  Alexander  Ross  and  Thomas  Com- 
loquoy,  messengers.  Comloquoy  was 
also  a  first  class  cook.  Three 
members  of  the  group  arrived  in 
Vancouver  on  April  19*  They  hoped 
to  reach  the  Yukon  River  before  the 
ice  broke  up  but  Wills  was  detained 
in  Vancouver  for  unknown  reasons. 
McMullen  proceded  alone,  sailing 
from  Victoria  on  board  the  MCity  of 
Seattle**  on  April  26.  On  reaching 
Skagway,  he  made  arrangements  to 
transport  six  tons  of  supplies  over 
the  White  Pass  to  Lake  Bennett. 

The  Bank  of  Commerce  was  bringing 
an  assay  plant  with  them  which  would 
enable  them  to  refine  the  gold  dust 
and  nuggets  they  would  be  receiving 
from  their  new  customers.  The  fore¬ 
sight  in  making  the  decision  to  do 
this  was  probably  the  sing^emost  Im¬ 
portant  factor  which  led  to  their 
success  once  thev  reached  Dawson. 
After  the  freighting  arrangements 
were  made,  McMullen  left  for  Bennett 
and  reached  it  on  May  1 . 

It  was  not  until  five  days  later 
that  Willis  and  Comloquoy  arrived 
and  the  three  went  into  ca^p  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  remainder 
of  the  Commerce  expedition.  The 
White  Pass  route  was  selected  by  the 
first  party  because  an  avalanche 
had  Just  taken  place  on  the  Chllkoot 


Pass  which  resulted  in  the  death  of 
about  60  people.  The  Journey  over 
either  the  White  or  Chllkoot  Passes 
in  those  days  was  extremely  hard 
and  the  sight  of  so  many  dead  pack- 
horses  was  particularly  grisly.  The 
N.W.M.P,  estimated  that  over  3*000 
animals  had  already  been  killed  by 
abuse  and  overwork  on  the  White  Pass 
alone . 

Diversionary  Tactic 

On  May  14th,  the  balance  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  left  Vancouver  with  a  pre¬ 
liminary  supply  of  $2,000,000  in 
banknotes  which  had  been  forwarded 
to  the  Bank  of  British  Columbia  In 
that  city.  On  the  way  to  Skagway, 
"Soapy"  Smith  was  once  more  the  topic 
of  conversat ion.  It  was  painfully 
apparent  that  he  could  not  miss 
seeing  (or  hearing  about)  the  great 
box  of  banknotes  with  its  counter¬ 
sunk  screws  and  seals  of  the  bank. 
Although  it  was  always  guarded  by  a 
bank  officer,  the  decision  was  made 
to  try  a  diversionary  tactic. 

One  night  the  box  was  quietly 
broken  up  and  thrown  out  of  the 
cabin  port-hole.  The  notes  were 
placed  in  the  officer's  kit-bags  and 
clothes  stuffed  around  the  bundles. 
Extra  sacks  were  obtained  for  the 
displaced  personal  effects.  On  ar¬ 
riving  at  Skagway  on  May  17,  the 
kit-bags  were  casually  thrown  on  the 
dock  along  with  the  other  baggage. 
However,  two  bankers  were  always  a 
few  feet  away  keeping  a  watchful  eye. 

After  locating  a  pre-arranged  N.tf.M# 
P.  escort,  the  perty  left  from  Dyea 
and  started  up  the  Chilkoot  Pass  to 
Bennett.  The  journey  began  at  the 
break  of  day  and  by  late  afternoon 
they  had  reached  the  summitt,  some 
14  miles  involving  a  climb  of  3*500 
feet  above  sea  level.  Two  days 
later  they  reach  Bennett  and  the 

(continued  on  page  50) 
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BANKERS  RACE  FOR  GOLD,  cont. 


precious  $2,000,000  in  cash  was  de¬ 
posited  into  the  care  of  Supt.  Sam 
Steele  of  the  N.W.M.F,  who  placed 
the  notes  under  his  cot  of  safety, 
as  there  was  no  better  place.  By 
this  time,  the  Bank  of  British 
North  America  team  had  obtained 
their  provisions  and  canoes  and  was 
well  on  its  way  ahead. 

B3NA  -  In  Dawson 

Doig  and  his  companions  left  Ben¬ 
nett  by  dog  teams  and  horses  on 
April  25th.  The  ice  was  beginning 
to  melt  and  his  diary  continues, 

"At  Caribou  Crossing  (now  called 
Carcross),  we  passed  into  Lake  Ta- 
gish,  and  we  launched  our  four 
canoes  which  we  had  brought  with  us 
from  Vancouver...  We  bagan  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  services  of  our  Trans¬ 
portation  manager,  who  proved  to  be 
adept  in  loading  canoes  and  pack- 
horses,  and  was  such  an  excellent 
shot  that  he  kept  the  camp  supplied 
with  ducks  and  snipe  all  the  way 
down  the  Yukon”. 

They  pulled  into  Whitehorse  at  6  o' 
clock  on  May  1st  and  four  days 
later  paddled  down  to  Lake  Laberge . 

Here  foloowed  a  dangerous  trek 
across  the  thinly-iced  lake.  But 
their  luck  held  out  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  journey  through 
slekerk  to  Dawson  proved  relatively 
pleasant . 

Forty-seven  days  after  their  jour¬ 
ney  had  begun,  Doig  and  his  party 
arrived  in  Dawson,  tired,  yet  proud 
of  their  achievement.  Doig*s  report 
recalls  his  first  experience  with 
Klondike  prices,  ”We  sold  two  of  our 
canoes,  which  netted  us  $900  as 
against  an  expenditure  of  $150  at 
Vancouver.  On  presenting  the  order 
for  the  purchase  price  at  one  of  the 
stores,  I  found  that  the  currency 
used  in  this  district  is  gold  dust, 
$17.50  to  the  ounce”. 

The  Bank  of  British  North  America 
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opened  on  May  19.  1898  in  the  lower 
front  room  of  a  two-storey  building 
on  the  east  side  of  what  is  now 
First  Avenue.  With  an  unplaned 
board  for  a  counter  and  an  old  open 
trunk  for  a  safe,  the  first  bank 
branch  of  the  Klondike  was  in  busi¬ 
ness  • 

CBC  -  In  Dawson 

The  Commerce  party  had  broken  into 
two  groups.  Three  members  of  the 
expedition  pushed  on  in  one  of  the 
20-foot  Peterboro  canoes  with  the 
bank-notes.  The  other  three  rej 
mained  awaiting  the  construction  of 
a  big  scow  which  would  carry  the  six 
tons  of  freight. 

The  first  group  made  only  10  miles 
the  first  day.  Wills  develped  a 
severe  sore  throat  and  badly  swollen 
legs  and  by  May  27  had  to  remain  in 
the  canoe.  A  very  heavy  man,  he 
eventually  recovered  his  full 
strength.  With  the  ice  in  the  river 
now  melted,  they  found  the  going 
easier.  Mile  Canyon  was  reached 
and  they  decided  to  portage  around 
the  Whitehorse  Rapids  as  there  was 
fear  of  losing  the  suprly  of  bank¬ 
notes  . 

Sunburn,  rain,  and  hordes  of  mos¬ 
quitos  -  all  were  overcome  and  at 
about  midnight  on  June  5th,  Dawson 
lights  were  seen  ahead.  Ihe  three 
tired  bankers  spent  their  first 
night  in  relative  comfort  in  the 
police  barracks. 

The  scow  at  Lake  Bennett  wts  by  this 
time  completed  and  a  contract  had 
been  made  with  the  small  stern¬ 
wheeled  steamer,  the  "Bellingham” , 
to  tow  it  to  Dawson.  It  ran  the 
Whitehorse  Rapids  with  an  exper¬ 
ienced  pilot  in  charge.  His  fee  was 
$100.  The  stern-wheeler  and  scow 
reached  Dawson  at  mid-afternoon  on 
June  14  and  the  branch  opened  in  a 
shack  on  June  15.  I898. 

(Continued  on  page51  ) 


BANKERS  RACE  FOR  GOLD,  cont. 


Durlnar  that  first  season  of  a  little 
Tore  than  three  months,  the  Canadian 
Bank  of  Commerce  made  four  large 
shipments  of  gold.  Because  they  had 
brought  an  assav  plant  with  them 
over  the  passes  and  had  it  in  oper¬ 
ation,  they  were  able  to  obtain 
permanent  and  valuable  business 
connections  in  the  community  long 
befor  the  Bank  of  British  North 
America . 

In  srite  of  their  second-place  fin¬ 
ish  in  their  race  to  the  Klondike 
croldfields,  their  fourth  shipment 
of  gold  was  made  on  the  same 
steamer  that  carried  the  Bank  of 
British  North  America's  first  ship¬ 
ment,  the  only  shipment  they  made 
that  season. 


the  bulletin  board*  "I  was  the  last 
cook  in  this  cafeteria.  Signed  in 
blood  Oct.  15,  1978."  Sure  enough, 
the  writing  is  in  blood. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


1  2.H.  Cent* 


ANCHORAGE*  Elks,  B.P.O.E.  1351, 
black  on  red  cardboard  (sketched 
and  submitted  by  Ken  Seachman) 


CLINTON  CREEK,  YT*  MODERN  DAY 
GHOST  TOWN . . 

(From  "Fortymile  River,  a  gold- 
rich  link  to  Alaska's  past.” 
Fairbanks  Dailv  News-Miner) . 

Near  the  juncture  of  the  Fortymile 
And  Yukon,  there  is  the  modern-day 
arhost  town  of  Clinton  Creek.  Esta¬ 
blished  in  1968,  the  community's 
sole  reason  for  existence  was  a 
deposit  of  asbestos  in  the  Ogilvie 
Mountains.  The  asbestos  deposit 
was  supposed  to  last  25  years. 

The  town  which  once  housed  more 
than  500  people  has  been  deserted 
since  1978.  Tree-lined  streets 
with  wood-framed  homes  stand  silent 
and  empty.  Cars,  trucks  and  heavy 
equipment  are  parked.  Huge  domi- 
torles,  that  have  been  cut  into 
pieces,  sit  on  blocks. 

Inside  the  combination  cafeteria, 
movie  theater,  bar,  bakery,  and 
kitchen  -  an  orave  building  that 
dominates  the  small  valley  -  a 
final  ^esaa ere  is  left  imprinted  on 


..^CTcC^s 
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DAWSON,  Y.T.*  Lace  Garter  Saloon, 
Pride  of  the  Yukon.  Good  for  1 
Beer,  brass,  28mm.  "appears 
modern".  (Submitted  by  Ken  Seach¬ 
man) 


INUVIK,  NWT*  Lions  Club,  two  vari¬ 
eties.  Red  on  yellow  plastic.  Type 
1  on  left  appears  to  be  used  more 
than  type  2  on  right,  therefore,  may 
be  the  older  of  the  two.  (submitted 
by  Ken  Seachman) 
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SAM  BONN IF I ELD’S  BANK  SALOON 
from 

KLONDIKE,  THE  LAST  GREAT  GOLD  RUSH  -  1896-1899 

by 

PIERRE  BERTON 
published  by 

McClelland  &  Stewart,  Ltd. 

25  Hollinger  Road 
Toronto,  Ontario 
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The  best-known  gambler  In  Dawson  was  Sam  Bonnifield,  known  as"Silent 
Sam*?  because  of  his  taciturn  nature  and  sometimes  as  "Square  Sam”  be¬ 
cause  he  always  ran  an  honest  game.  His  Bank  Saloon  and  Gambling 
House  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  King,  across  from  the  Alaska  Commer¬ 
cial  store,  was  the  most  celebrated  establishment  of  its  kind  in  the 
Klondike.  He  was  a  handsome  man  in  his  thirties,  tall  and  slender, 
with  eyes  of  a  peculiar  unfading  blue,  who  never  cracked  a  smile  or 
uttered  a  word  as  he  pulled  in  bets  of  five  hundred  dollars  at  the 
roulette  or  faro  tables.  He  came  originally  from  rfest  Virginia  but 
had  worked  through  Kansas  and  Montana  and  California  before  coming 
north  through  Juneau  and  Circle  City.  Tex  Rickard’s  biographer, 
Charles  Samuels,  credits  Bonnifield  with  having  given  the  fight-pro¬ 
moter  his  start  in  life  as  a  gambler  by  equipping  him  with  an  entire 
outfit  and  a  shack  to  operated  in  at  Circle  City.  Rickard  lost  the 
layout  in  two  weeks,  but  for  the  rest  of  his  life  "gambled  as  though 
Sam  Bonnifield  were  looking  over  his  shoulder." 


Rickard  once  watched  Bonnifield  lose  seventy-two  thousand  dollars  in 
a  poker  game  -  and  his  gambling-establishment  into  the  bargain.  At 
the  eleventh  hour  a  crony  arrived  and  loaned  the  gambler  enough  to 
keep  going  on,  and  within  six  hours  Bonnifield  had  won  it  all  back 
again  and  cleaned  out  the  customer. 

Bonnifield  came  north  with  another  bold  and  persistent  gambler  named 
Louis  Golden,  better  known  in  the  North  as  Goldie.  The  two  ran  rival 
establishments  in  Juneau,  Circle  City  and  Dawson,  but  it  was  their 
practice  to  close  up  once  a  week  and  play  at  the  other's  table  until 
one  of  them  went  broke.  Goldie  made  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  1897 
and  lost  it  all  the  following  year  -  twenty-five  thousand  of  it  is  a 
single  night. 


North  of  60° 


(continued  on  page  54) 
-  South  of  50° 


EDITORI AL 

This  Issue  ends  our  fifth  year. 

All  subscriptions  are  due  at  this 
time.  Those  who  have  paid  or 
contributed  will  have  t^eir  sub¬ 
scription  blanks  marked  appropri¬ 
ately.  If  you  believe  that  you 
are  paid  up  through  1984,  and  your 
subscription  blank  is  not  so  marked, 
please  write.  Mistakes  do  happen. 

I  would  hate  to  lose  a  subscriber 
over  a  bookkeeping  error,  especially 
one  that  is  paid  up! 

When  John  Cheramy  first  sent  in  the 
chips  from  Sam  Bonnifleld's  Bank 
Saloon,  my  thoughts  were,  "Gee,  are 
these  real?"  I  am  becoming  skepti¬ 
cal  on  some  new  finds  these  days. 

I  thought  th°t  they  may  be  a  modern 
fabrication,  or  possible  have  been 
used  in  a  local  celebration.  Sam 
Bonnifield  just  didn't  ring  a  bell. 

Brian  Denman  then  came  to  the  res¬ 
cue,  providing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Fierre 
Berton's  book,  "Klondike,  The  Last 
Great  Gold  Hush  -  1896-1899**  •  For¬ 
tunately,  I  like  my  foot  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  salt,  so  it  wasn't  b£d .  The 
result  of  John  and  Brian's  efforts 
appear  as  our  lead  article. 

Mr.  Fierre  Berton  gratiously  con¬ 
sented  to  our  uslnc-  his  material  as 
an  article  for  the  chips.  For  those 
who  like  to  read  about  the  people  of 
the  cold  rush,  this  is  the  book  for 
you . 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  and  Polar 
Numismatist  is  a  publication  of 
Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska,  Inc. 
All  artllces  remain  the  property 
of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  repro¬ 
duced  without  their  permission. 

Editor-  Dick  Hanscom 
Canadian  Corr.-  Jerry  Remick 

SUBSCRIPTION  RATES i  Per  calendar 

year;  u.s.  Sc  Canada  $5.00 

Elsewhere  $10.00 


1983  BAIE  VERTE  MEDALLION 

Bale  Verte  (Newfoundland)  celebrated 
the  25th  anniversary  of  their  incor¬ 
poration  as  a  town  on  Sept.  17»  1983 
by  issuing  a  38mm  brass  medallion 
struck  by  Pressed  Metal  Products  of 
Vancouver,  B.C.  with  a  mintage  of 
1700.  The  town  crest  Is  featured  on 
the  obverse  with  the  town's  motto 
"The  Heart  of  a  town  lies  in  its 
people"  above.  and  "Town  of  Bale 
Verte,  Newfoundland"  below.  The 
crest  shows  a  lumberjack,  and  a 
miner,  both  representing  Important 
industries  to  the  town,  with  the 
shield  of  arms  of  Bale  Verte  between 
them.  An  inscription  "25th  Year  of 
incorporation"  is  shown  in  the 
center  of  the  reverse  with  "Town  of 
Baie  Verte"above  and"1958-1983" 
below. 

The  medallion  is  available  at  tfl.75 
post  paid  from  the  Town  of  Baie 
Verte,  Attn.  Whit  Kean,  Box  218, 

Baie  Verte,  Nfld.  Canada,  AOE  1B0. 

Baie  Verte  is  situated  in  a  bay 
along  the  northern  coast  of  New¬ 
foundland  and  has  a  population  of 
about  3*000* 

HAY  RIVER,  1983  $2  Trade  COIN 

Hay  River,  NWT  has  recently  released 
a  1983  $2.00  trade  coin.  Specimens 
of  the  nickel-silver  piece  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Hay  River  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Box  1278,  Hay  River,,  NWT,. 
Canada  XOE  0R0. 


YELLOWKNIFE  1983  TRADE  DOLLAR 

Right  now  ther  is  nobody  looking 
after  sending  out  the  1983  Yellow¬ 
knife  trade  dollar.  If  you  did  not 
get  one,  it  is  available  at  $2.10 
post  paid  from  Jim  *uinn.  Box  291 
Newcastle,  N.B. ,  Canada,  E1V  3M4 

-Jerry  Remick 
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BONNIFIELD' S  BANK  SALOON,  cont. 

He  and  Bonnifield  took  part  In  the 
biggest  poker  game  ever  recorded  in 
the  Klondike.  There  was  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  in  the  pot  when  Goldie 
raised  it  by  twenty-five  thousand. 
Bonnifield  called  him  and  raised 
again,  bringing  the  pot  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand.  Goldie 
triumphantly  iaid  down  four  queens. 
Bonnifield,  without  a  word  or  a 
change  of  expression,  turned  his 
hand  over  to  show  four  kings  and 
raked  in  a  fortune. 

He  not  only  played  everybody,  but 
he  also  played  as  long  as  anybody 
else  was  playing.  One  memorable 
game  began  at  seven  one  evening  and 
went  on  steadily  until  seven  the 
following  night. 

Sam  Bonnifield,  the  gambler,  moved 
to  Fairbanks  during  the  Tanana  boom 
and  orened  the  First  National  Bank, 
which  shipped  out  three  million 
dollars'  worth  of  gold  dust.  In 
the  depression  that  followed,  the 
bank  failed,  and  Bonnifield,  who 
never  worried  about  his  own  money 
but  was  vittally  concerned  with 
funds  entrusted  to  him,  suffered 
a  nervous  breakdown.  One  day 
passers-by  saw  him  kneeling  in  the 
snow  before  his  bank  crying  ”0  God! 
Please  show  me  the  way  out.”  He 
was  killed  in  Seattle  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident  in  1943  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven.  He  had  been 
livine:  in  a  flophouse,  and  his  body 
lay  unclaimed  for  a  week  in  the 
city  morgue. 


The  chips  illustrated  on  the  front 
page  were  supplied  by  John  Cheramy. 
They  are  black  on  ivory  in  the  center 
and  black  on  a  yellowish  rim.  Brian 
Denman  found  the  reference  to  Sam 
Bonnifield  in  Mr.  Berton's  book.  Our 
thanks  to  John,  Brian,  and  Mr.  Pierre 
Berton  for  making  this  article  pos- 
s  ible . 


THE  LACE  GARTER  SALOON  CHITS 
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The  Lace  Garter  Saloon  pieces  are 
well  made  in  antiqued  bronze,  from 
simple  dies  using  lettering  only, 
no  engraving.  We  were  aware  of  this 
item  before  publishing  the  Yukon 
Trade  Token  book,  however  not  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  reason  for  its  exist¬ 
ence.  If  we  mentioned  it  under  the 
doubtful  section,  a  vendor  might 
offer  it  for  sale  using  the  notation 
'See  Yukon  Trade  Tokens,  page  28'. 

A  potential  buyer  might  infer  from 
this  that  the  item  was  genuine.  On 
the  other  hand  if  we  failed  to  men¬ 
tion  if  in  the  book  it  could  be  of¬ 
fered  as  rare  and  unknown  to  the 
publishers.  It  seems  a  case  of  be¬ 
ing  damned  if  you  list  it  and  damned 
if  you  don't. 


We  still  have  nothing  definite  on 
the  Lace  Garter  item,  but  assume  it 
to  be  a  modern  souvenir  or  fantasy 
piece.  We  would  not  lay  out  any 
money  for  it  as  a  trade  token  but 
would  feel  it  worth  a  couple  of  dol¬ 
lars  as  a  novelty  item  for  our  Yukon 
collection.  Collectors  of  Yukon 
material  would  be  well  advised  not 
to  go  overboard  for  this  piece  until 
more  definite  information  surfaces. 


Perhaps  some  of  the  readers  who  are 
more  familiar  with  recent  fantasy 
pieces  may  be  able  to  recognize  the 
die  work.  We  regret  that  we  do  not 
have  this  item  in  order  to  prepare 
a  better  illustration. 


-Les  Hill 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  ARE  DUE.  PLEASE  USE 
THE  ORDER  BLANK  ATTACHED  TO  THE  LAST 
PAGE.  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE  ONLY  ONE 
MORE  REMINDER,  WITH  THE  JANUARY 
ISSUE.  MAKE  IT  EASY  ON  US  AND  SEND 
IN  YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION  NOW. 


WILD400D  AIR  FORCE  STATION 

TMs  Air  Force  Installation  near 
Kenal  has  been  out  of  operation 
for  some  time  now.  It  Is  presently- 
owned  by  the  Kenal  Native  Associa¬ 
tion. 

The  state  has  agreed  to  lease  the 
facility  from  the  native  association 
and  convert  the  three-story  barracks 
into  a  medium  security  prison.  This 
would  have  a  capacity  of  about  200 
inmates . 

It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  occupied 
shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
This  will  help  to  alleviate  over¬ 


crowding  in  other  facilities  state¬ 
wide  . 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  MEDALLIONS 

Jerry  Rercick  reports  that  he  has 
arranged  with  Pressed  Metal  Products 
of  Vancouver,  B.C.  to  produce  per- 
sonallized  38mm  Christmas  Greetings 
Medallions . 

^hile  this  announcement  is  a  little 
late  for  this  year,  it  is  something 
to  keep  in  mind  for  next  year. 

Those  interested  should  write  to 
Mr.  Alan  Trammell,  Pressed  Metal 
Products,  505  Alexander  St.,  Van¬ 
couver,  B.C.,  Canada  V6A  1C8  for 
further  details. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 
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JUNEAU  1  M  &  J,  Good  for  6 in  trade 
21mm  bras^.  (submitted  by  J~hn  Cher¬ 
ary  . ) 
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FAIRBANKS*  Clerks  Backpacking 
Sports,  Good  for  25^  in  trade  wood 
token.  Blue  on  wood. 


MAVERICK*  The  Hub,  F. A.  Collins, 
1062  Kentucky  St.  Appears  to  be 
burned  brass,  21mm.  Found  with 
Totem  tokens,  which  were  found  with 
The  Electric  (Ketchikan)  and  The 
Comisary  (Skagway) .  Forgot  to  get 
a  rubbing  of  the  reverse.  Talked 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Ketchikan  and  the  lady  did  not  know 
of  a  Kentucky  St.  in  Ketchikan. 


MAVERICK*  Midnight  Sun,  Good  for 
5^  in  trade.  20mm,  brass.  Could 
this  be  from  ^ainwrlght?  (submit¬ 
ted  by  George  Hosek) • 


^  2406  , 

£  SOUTH  * 
''.CUSHMAN  £ 
\  456-6980 
* * 


FAIRBANKS*  LItehouse  Tavern,  Good 
for  one  drink.  Black  on  wood. 


This  concludes  volume  5«  The  index 
is  enclose!  with  this  issue.  It  is 
printed  seperately  this  year  for 
insertion  as  you  see  fit. 
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MAIL  BID 

Usual  rules,  no  deposit.  I  reserve  the  risrht  to  reject  any  bid.  Bid  what 
you  are  willing  to  pay.  No  bids  will  be  reduced.  Closing  date  12/29/83* 


01. 

02. 


03* 


04. 


05. 


06.  Juneau;  Tony's  Place.  Good  for 
12^/  in  trade.  B-63A. 

07.  Ketchikan;  The  Electric.  50 
Cents.  This  was  found  with 
The  Comisary  (lot  10  below) 
and  Totem  maverick.  Appears 
to  have  been  burned  and  buried. 
All  lettering  is  legible. 

08.  Ketchikan;  Pastime  Cigar  Store. 

10/  in  trade.  B-33B 
Note*  Lot  07  is  Ketchikan  B-10A. 

09*  Nome;  Lomen  Brothers.  Good  for 
25/  in  trade.  B-28A.  This 
tokens  appears  to  have  been 
"dug"  and  cleaned.  Surfaces 
are  corroded,  but  all'  lettering 
is  legible.  A  very  desirable 
token . 

10.  Skagway;  The  Comisary,  Good 
6^/  in  trade.  See  lot  07 
above.  Appears  burned 
and  burried.  B-5A 

I  feel  that  I  should  elaborate 
the  condition  of  lots  0 7  and  10. 
Burning  has  only  darkened  them.  No 
other  apparent  damage. 


Brooks;  Livengood  Inn.  Good 
for  25/  in  trade.  Yellow 
Card  Board.  B-2A 
Fairbanks;  Fairview 
Hotel  Pool  Hall. 

Unlisted  in  Benice. 

25/  in  trade.  28mm, 

Seal.  Alum.  Has 
some  corrosion  as 

it  was  dug.  .Better 

than  the  rubbing 

looks . 

Fairbanks;  Northern 
Cigar  Store.  Good 
for  25/  in  trade. 

B-31B,  type  1.  This 
appears  to  be  the 
older  of  the  two 
types . 

Fairbanks;  Northern 
Cigar  Store.  Good 
for  25/  in  trade. 

B-31-B,  type  2. 

This  appears  to  be 
the  newer  of  the  2 
types . 

Fairbanks;  Pastime  Cigar  Store. 
Set  of  3*  5/»  10/,  and  25/  in 
Merchandise.  B-34,  A,B,C. 


MIDNIGHT  SUN  BEER,  PIONEER 
BREWING  CO. ,  INC. 

The  information  that  we  have  is 
that  the  brewery  started  in 

1934  and  closed  during  *orld 
War  II.  These  had  been  selling 
around  town  for  175*  Our 
price  is - 20.00 

Label  is  orange,  red,  green, 
gray,  and  gold. 

TOTEM  TOKEN  IS  NOW  AVAILABLE 
AGAIN.  Price  is  still  $10.00 

Please  include  $1  for  postage 
and  insurance  with  each  order. 
No  exceptions. 
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